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HE defign tff thfe following pages, is td 
give a fhort Hiftory of the rife, progrefs, and 
prefent ftate of two Charitable Inftitutions in 
this City, called the Spinning School and the- 
Grey Coat School ; and alfo of a third Iirfti- 
tution, the FEMALE FRIENDLY SOCIETY; 
of its prefent ftate and propofed improvements. 

The Writer fent fome account of thefe Infti- 
tutions, in the courfe of the laft year, to th* 
Monthly Magazine, but it having been fuggefted 
that to fome who are interefted in fiich invefti- 
gatiorfs, it might be ufeful to have a more de- 
tailed account j and moreover, circumftances 
having arifen, which evinced that the principles 
on which the Grey Coat School is conducted, 
have been mifundefftood, it has been thought 
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H PREFACE. - 

advifeable to lay before the public fuch further 
particulars as may enable it to judge, how far in 
its prefent ftate, that School is worthy of patron- 
age : Such a ftatement it is alfo hoped may 
render thofe regulations more liable which have 
had the fan&ion of reafon and experience. 

The fubjecl,it is admitted, is an humble one : 
Yet to the Chriftian* who knows that in the eye of 
God, all his rational offspring are equal, all alike 
candidates for a glorious ftate of endlefs and 
happy exiftence ; or to thinking perfoas of 
whatever defcription, the good order and pfro- 
* per regulation even of a Female Charity School* 
will notfe^munworthy fomeportion of attention. 

1^ But there is another point of view in which 
| the proper regulation of Charity Schools for 
Girls, may be confidered as highly important* 
namely, that of fitting them for Servants. 

In a late valuable publication on the fubjeck 
of Pradtical Education, I was much ftruck with 
the following remark : Speaking of the many 
baneful confequences of fuffering Children to 
be much in the company of Servants, fuch as 
they now generally are, the Authors fay, 
w Let the Poor be well educated, and the dif- 
•* fexence in their condutt and underftandifcg 
"will repay fociety for the trouble of the 
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u under taking."* The writers add, in a note, 
that perhaps an .inftitution feu: the educa- 
tion of Attendants upon Children, would be of 
the higheft utility. What they here fuggeft, 
refpefting thofe, whofe future defignation 
may be this, is perhaps not lefs true, if 
applied to fervants in general ; fince it muft 
be admitted, fthat tenants who are fober 
minded, induftrious and faithful, contribute 
jeflentially, not only to the peace and comfort 
of the family of which they are members, but 
alfo in their meafure, to the order and happinefs > 
of fociety at larger I know that the education 
of the Grey Coat Girls, would Jtiot fufly qualify 
them to become the enlightened attendants of 

t children educated on the plan of Mr. and Mifa 
Edge worth, although I believe they will not be 
found deficient in habits of order, ceconomy, 
decency, induftry, and cleanlinefs ; nor in the 
principles of general rectitude. But might not 
fome of the many Charity Schools, already efta«. 
blifhed throughout the kingdom, be regulated 
with a particular view to this objeft ? This 
would be the more ufeful, as there is not any 
defcription of children, except thofe who are 

wholly maintained at the exp^nce of the public, 

• See a Treatife on Practical Education, by Mr. and Mifs 
JEdgevyorth, Vol. i,page 124. 
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whofe education the public can have cither the 
power or the right, entirely ,to direfit. 

We know who it is that hath faid, " A little 
" leaven leaveneth the whole lump/' and furely if 
a few fpecimens of Servants well educated, for 
different departments in families, were fent out 
from Charity Schools, fomething at leaft would 
be done towards the reformation of a clafe of 
perfons, whom, taken as a body, we have long 
been accuftomed to regard with fufpicion. Nor 
would the fervice done fociety end here, for 
the children of Mothers, whofe habits had been 
thus formed, would in their turn be much 
better educated than thofe of the generality of 
pur poor now are. 

Here, piay I be permitted to bear teftimony 
to the benevolent exertions of many Ladies of 
this City during a feries of years, for the benefit 
of the Inftitutions about to be defer ibed? I 
know that the approbation of their own minds, 
is a reward far fuperior in its value to any 
praife which others can beftow ; yet, to thofe 
of my Countrywomen, who Ij^ve leifure, an4 
to whom fimilar modes of ufefulnefs may noj: 
have occurred, it cannot be improper to men- 
tion their example as praife-worthy, and as de- 
ferving of imitation. ' 
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In a ftate of Society, like that of this Country, 
it will always happen, that many Ladies, efpe* 
daily in the middle ranks of life, will be free 
from the cares of a family. Of what import- 
ance would it be to the happinefs of fuch per- 
fons, voluntarily to take upon themfelves the pa- 
tronage and protection of forlorn and friendlei? 
young Women ? We are fo admirably framed, 
that in proportion as pur benevolent affections 
are called into exercife, and our minds occupied 
in purfuits that are pfeful, in the fame propor- 
tion wijl our own happinefs, as well as that of 
others, be ultimately increafed. This, however, I 
mention, merely as a fact, and not as a princi- 
pal motive to fuch exertions ; which, whatever 
jnay be their effects, ought not to originate in 
felfifhnefs. 

May I be allowed to fuggeft one confideration 
jnore, which if it do not immediately arife out 
of the fubjeft, is however but too clofely con- 
nected with it ? If one profligate female, even 
of the loweft order, may be inftrumental ia 
fpreading mifchief and ruin to an immeafurable 
extent, what language can cxprefs their guilt, 
who are the feducers of innocence ? I appeal 
not to the awful fan&ions of Religion, for to 
Chriftians, who are really fuch, the appeal is 
pnpeceffary j I would merely alk, what fort 
of Members of Society are fuch characters ? 
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r 
The many inftances of the fatal confequences 

of Female fedu&ion, that from time to time 
have come to our knowledge ; fome, in 
which the feducers have been married men, 
the fathers of families, make me feel it a duty, 
having this opportunity, nbt to let the fubject 
pafs unnoticed : For affurediy, however lightly 
it may fometimes be fpoken of, to betray and 
to defert an innocent young Woman, is an 
evil of the greateft magnitude, whether viewed 
in its effects on fociety at large, or as leading 
pn the total rain of an unhappy individual* 
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ON THE 



SPINNING SCHOOL. 



A HE plan of this Inftitution was firft fuggefted 
by a circumftance merely accidental. Towards 
the clofe of the year 1782, Mrs. Gray and my- 
felf, painfully imprefied by the behaviour of a fet 
of Children employed in a Hemp Manufa&ory in 
our neighbourhood, feeling deeply for their ig* 
norance, and for the innumerable evils to wjiich, 
particularly the Girls employed in it, were ex- 
pofed, determined to try if fomething could 
not be done to mend their condition. 

Our firft thought, was to have them taught 
to read, knit, and few, in an evening after they 
had finifhed their work in the Manufactory, 
and that a perfon, whom we meant to engage, 
fliould accompany them to Public Worfliip on 
the Sunday. The month of October was prin- 
cipally fpent in drawing plans, making the ne- 
ceffary arrangements, &c. : and on the 7 th of 
November, having been encouraged by fome 
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donations and fubfcriptions from a few parti- 
cular friends * to whom we had communicated 
our defign, Twenty-two young Girls were en- 
tered with a Miftrefs whom we had engaged 
to teach them. 

. Early in the year 1783, we were joined by 
Mrs. Withers, who immediately took an a&ive 
part ; and towards the clofe of it, by the DcfW- 
ager Lady Anderfon, and the Lady of Dr. 
Withers. ' - 

Throughout the whole of this year we made 
every effort in our power for the benefit of the 
girls employed in this manufactory, but at 
length, finding it in vain to hope for any effec- 
tual reformation, while they continued under 
the influences to which their fituation there ex- 
pofcd them ; and feeKng a more peculiar inter- 
eft for thofe individual children, in whofe behalf 
we had thus exerted ourfclves, we determined 
to try if we could not refcue them from their 
perilous fituation, by endeavouring fo to aug- 
ment our little fubfcription, as to eftablifh a. 
School for the Spinning of Worfted, and thus 
enable ourfelves to make the parents of thefe 
children an offer of allowing them wages equal 
to what they then earned, and <?f placing them 
under our own prote&ion. 

• See Appendix, No. I. 



( 3 ) 

We were further ftimtilated to make the at- 
tempt of eftablifliing a 5pinning School, from 
confiderations of a more general nature, fuch - 
as the great want of fomfc Inftitution, whereby 
the children of the poor might gain habits of 
induftry in a City Rke York, where many of 
the Mothers, obtaining a livelihood by going 
into families, as waiher-womeh and char-women, 
and not being able to afford the expence of fend- 
ing their children to fckool, leave them at large 
in the ftreets, by which, girls, efpecially, ac- 
quire habits extremely ruinous to themfelves, 
and hurtful to the whole community. 

f On the 10th of May, 1784, ' circumftances 
having arifen, to make it neceflary to take im- 
mediately fome decifive ftep refpe&ing the Girls 
mployed in the hemp manufactory, we fent for 
he Parents of thefe children, making them the 
ffer already mentioned, which feveral accepted ; 
uid that very evening,eighteen young Girls were 
placed by their parents under our prbte&ion. 
jWe had, however, ftill a Room to hirfe, a Spin- 
ning Miftirefs to engage, Wheels, and proper 
materials to procure; which prevented us from 
putting ourpfcm into regular execution till the 
1 ft of July following. 

During the whole of 1 784, fome part of every 
day was occupied either in contriving the dif- 
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fcrent arrangements, or In making the neceffary 
efforts to put them in execution. The difficul- 
ties to be furmounted were various, and dif- 
couraging j fome of them arifing from circum- 
ftances merely local, I fhall nqt enumerate; 
others, of a more general nature,, and which 
will probably always be met with at the com- 
mencement of fimilar yndertakings, it may be 
ufeful to mention : 

! Firft, the irregular attendance of the children. 
jUnaccuftomed at home to habits of order and 
regularity, it is extremely difficult to make 
either themfelves or their parents comprehend 
the neceffity of acquiring fuch habits. 

• 

Secondly, the difficulty of deviling effe&ual 
punifhments, and of putting them in execution. 
Among the lower clafles, a child is beaten by 
the parents for every little offence,, and fbme- 
times, if the parents happen to be in a bad 
humour or any thing goes wrong, for no offence 
at all ; corporal punilhment therefore if it cpuld 
be reforted to, (which however I am perfuaded 
in fuch Institutions it never oughfcto be) would 
want much of its effett from t^jp very circum- 
ftance, that the children have been accuftomed 
to be thus treated, whether with or without 
any adequate caufe,at their own homes. Nomeans 
of punilhment therefore feemed to remain j but 
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little privations on the one hand, and marks of 
difgrace to be Inflicted on the other. In refpecl 
of the firft, as in general thefe privations cannot 
take place immediately, their efeft is confider- 
ably weakened ; and as to the fecond, if not 
adminiftered with great prudence and with a 
fparing haad, they Vill not only ceafe to be 
felt as any punifliment at all, but may do much 
mifchief by early deftroying that acute fenfe of 
fhame and difgrace, which among perfons de- 
cently educated, is thefcnoft powerful preferva- 
tive of virtuous conduft. For inftance, if a child 
fpin thick, be idle, or wafte her wool, it may be 
ufeful for the Miftrefs to turn her bed-gown or to 
pin fome of the thick fpun wool to her Ihoulder, 
threatening that if fhe be not more careful and 
tnore induftrious, (he fhall be fo exhibited to her 
Patrpneffps, or other accidental Vifitors of the 
School ; but this threatening, if it can be avoid- 
ed fhould not be put in execution. The dif- 
grace fhould be removed the moment it feems 
to make impreffion, and fliould not even be 
mentioned by the Miftrefs to the Vifitors in the 
hearing of the child ; for the dread of 
being expofed will operate much more power- 
fully upon a child who believes that thofe whom 
fhe moft refp&ts are ignorant of her fault, than 
if fhe knows that they are already made ac- 
quainted with it. Much lefs ought fuch kind 
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of exhibitions ever to be made out of School. 
Public difgrace of any kind, wcruld really be 
^proportioned to the fault committed, and 
beiides the feeling of refentment it would excite ? 
both in parents and children, would be likely to 
produce the moft pernicious effects on the whole 
of their future chara&er. * 

Another difficulty in fuch undertakings, isf 
the finding a proper Miftrefs. From what has 
been juft remarked on thfi fubjedt of punifhments, 
it is obvious, that the orderly conduct of the chil- 
dren, their induftry and improvement of every 
Jdnd will greatly depend, on the good fenfe, the 
firmnefs, the felf-coramand, the forbearance, 
and the kind difppfuipns of her who fills thi$ 
important place. But thefe are qualities not 
ufually met with in perfons who are willing to 
accept of fucji an employment. We did not 
fucceed in finding one who would at all anfwer 
our wifhes, although we made every enquiry in 
our power, and made trial of feveral, till 
April, 1785, when we engaged a perfon from 
Halifax, who came to fix in York on our ac- 
count, and from that time the affairs of the 
School went on much more prplperoufly than 
they had done before. This -perfon really 
poffeffed the requifite good qualities, under- 
stood fpinning and the various branches of 
manufacture connected with it, could make out 
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the accounts tp the Manufa&urers, was ftri&ly 
honeft, and had a decency of planner and be- 
haviour, the refult perhaps of having filled a 
better ftation, which enabled her to preferve a 
proper authority, without having recourfe to 
feverity. She remained Miftrefs of the School 
till the year 1796, when circumftances arifing 
which made it inconvenient to her to continue 
in that fituation, fhe requefted leave to refign ; 
and fince that time the great difficulty of find- 
ing a proper Miftrefs has again been experienced. 

In the Summer of 1785 we were joined by 
Mifs Hafell, who from that time to the prefent 
has been an important Patronefs of the Inftitu- 
tion, and at the clofe of this year we firft pub- 
liflied a printed Statement of the Subfcriptions 
received, Money expended, &c. alfo fome ac- 
count of the objects of the Inftitution.* 

In the year 1786, a Knitting School was 
added for the reception of children too young 
to fpin worfted. From this the Spinners are 
taken as vacancies happen in the Spinning 
School, and as they become eligible by knitting 
a flocking in the courfe of a week, which 
is previoufly required. 

* See Appendix, No. 55, 
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Many applications having from time to 
time been made from different parts of the 
Kingdom for an outline of our plan, with a 
view to the eftablifhment of fimilar Inftitutions, 
a Abort account of the ends and objefts aimed at, 
alfo of the mode in which the Inftitution was 
conduced, was drawn up and printed at the 
clofe of the year 1789.* 

As foon as the children can fpin four hanks 
of wool per day, they are decently clothed, 
I and moreover as an encouragement they receive 
: one fourth of their earnings in money at the 
j end of the week, it being found that a prefent 
! benefit, however fmall, has more influence over 
the parents of fuch children, as well as over the 
children themfelves, than an advantage which 
is more diftant, although its magnitude fliould 
be much greater. They make their own clothes, 
which is a further advantage, as by that means 
they receive fome inftru&ion in fewing from 
the Knitting Miftrefs, who has two of the 
Spinners conftantly for a month in rotation 
under her care for that purpofe. It would have 
been much more agreeable to thefe parents, and 
would have occafioned much lefs trouble to the 
Ladies who fuperintend the School, if the chil- 
dren were to receive the whole of their earnings 
in wages, without having any clothes given 

• Sec Appendix, No. 3. 
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them ; but if they were not clothed, many of 
the children would be fent in fuch a fiate as 
would render this very fuperintendance, in it- 
felf fo neceffary, nearly impracticable j and be- 
tides, without this, any material change, in their 
manners and behaviour could hardlybe expefted, 
decency of apparel being more clofely connected 
with decency of character, than may at firft 
fight feem evident. 

The quantity of clothes given to the Spinners, 
is regulated by a fixed # rule, bearing proportion 
to the earnings of the individual, f an account 
of which is regularly fet down every night t>y .the 
Miftrefs, in a Book kept by her for that purpofe, 
which is overlooked by the Lady, who, for the 
time being, pays the wages, and adjufts the re- 
wards at the clofe of every week. She alfo 
ftates the various particulars of what has been 
received or expended, in the papers printed an- 
nually and diftributed to the Subfcribers at the 
end of the year. 

Till within the laft four years the Writer of 
thefe papers tranfa&ed this bufinefs, and more- 

• The Rules of the Schools determine the wages, rewards, 
and forfeits, and hours of attendance of the children ; which 
vary with the feafons of the year. — There are Rules too for the 
regulation of their conduct on Sundays. A copy may be had 
at the Spinning School, in St. Andrewgate. 

+ See Appendix, No. 4. 
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over, together with the other Ladies who from 
the firft were coadjutors, fuperintended every 
thing that related to the Inftitution. At length 
finding the time engroffed by this conftant at- 
tendance incompatible with other duties, Mrs; 
Dr. Withers and Mifs Barton took the care of 
the Books, Expenditure, Yearly Statement, &c. 
and to their unwearied exertions fince that time 
the Charity has been much indebted. 

In the courfe of laft year (1798) having the 
fum of 207I. 3s. od. in one of the Banks of * 
this City, (faved from the annual Subfcriptions) 
and having engaged a houfe for a term of years, 
containing rooms for the Spinners and Knitters, 
befides fuitable apartments for the twoMiftreffes j 
the Spinning School appeared to have attained 
that degree of liability that might encourage 
the hope of it becoming a permanent Inftitu- 
tion \ we judged it expedient therefore to divide 
the bufinefs of general fuperintendance into par- 
ticular departments, efpecially as that plan had 
been early adopted with fuccefs, in condufting 
the Grey Coat School. It is as follows ; 

i ft Divifion, To keep the Books ; receive Sub- 
fcriptions ; pay the Wages of the Miftreffes and 

• In the Appendix, No, 5, is fubjoined an account of the 
Money fubfcribed ; of the Money expended ; of what has been 
earned by Spinning ; and of the number of Girls taught in each 
School, from the year 1785, to theclofeof 1799, taken" from 
the annual printed papers. 
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Children, (which requires attendance in Perfon 
or by Deputy, at leaft every Saturday morn- 
ing;) to draw up and ftate the annual Accounts j 
and to be refponfible for the wfyole of the Ex- 
penditure. 

2d, To provide materials for Clothing ; to cut 
out the Clothes; to appropriate the Sewing 
Work ; and to keep an account of the feveral 
Articles given to each individual. 

3dly, To fuperintend the Wool Spinning; 
to fee it weighed both before and after it is 
fpun ; to correfpond with the Manufacturers ; 
and to affift the Miftrefs in keeping the Ac- 
counts, and in any other neceffary calculation 
\p which flie may not be equ^l. 

4thly, Daily fuperintendance. This to be di- 
yided among eight Ladies, each to attend in 
rotation for the term of fix weeks. They are 
to take cognizance from time to time of every 
thing that paffes ; to make minutes of whatever 
may deferve attention ; apd to ftate the refult 
of thefe obfervations on Saturday, to thofe 
Ladies who attend on that day to pay the re- 
wards, and to diftribute clothes. Thefe pro- 
pofitions being brought forward at the annual 
(General Meeting of the Patroneffes of the Infli- 
ction in January laft, were unanimoufly ap- 
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proved, and the feveral departments occupied 
as follows : 

The Books and Expenditure — Mils Hafell. 

The Clothes, &c. — Mifs Salmond, Mifs Marfh, 
Mrs. Perrot, Mifs Clough, and Mifs Grimfton. 

The Wool— Mrs. Dr. Withers and Mifs Barton. 

Six Weeks Vifitors. — Mrs. Withers, Mrs. Daltoti, 
Mrs. Dring, Mrs. Gray, Mifs Royds, Mifs Gray, 
Mrs. Cappe, and Mifs Salmond. 

In the year 1797, a fecond Subfcription was 
promoted for the object of fupplying the Chil- 
dren with Milk for Breakfaft. They attend the 
School early, and it was found not only that 
a great deal of time was wafted in going and 
returning, but that their breakfafts at home 
confifting generally of ordinary Tea, without 
Milk or Sugar, was not fufficiently nutritive to 
enable them to go through their work; and 
the good effe&s of this additional benefit are 
vifible in the improved looks and greater acti- 
vity and exertion of the children, and moreover 
it a£ts as an incentive to conftant regular at- 
tendance. 

As thefe Papers may fall into the hands of 
feme who have not read the account of this 
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School, publided in the Monthly Magazine laft 
year, that part is fubjoined which gives an ac- 
count of the general conduft of the Girls after 
leaving it, as by that means a better judgment 

may be formed refpe&ing the utility of fuch ^n 

* • 

Inftitution. 

44 Some have turned out remarkably well, 
" feveral are now decent members of oujc 
44 Friendly Society, and if we have been difap- 
pointed in the behaviour of others, it is not 
to be wondered at, confidering the character 
44 of the Parents by whom thefe Children are 
44 brought up, the greater part of whom are 
" themfelves extremely ignorant, and without 
" any habits of felf government ; and as the 
44 leading objeft of the Inftitution is to fave from 
44 ruin thofe whofe fituation would other wife 
44 expofe them to it, melioration of character, 
" rather than perfect good conduct:, is perhaps 
44 as much as can reafonably be expe&ed. It 
" may be obferved however, that efforts of this 
" kind, perfevered in for a long ferfes of years, 
" would continually become lefs difficult, and 
4C eventually more fuccefsful ; it being obvious, 
" that the children of thofe whofe characters 
" were made fo far better than that of their 
44 predeceflbrs, would have fewer difadvantages 
44 to contend with, and be in lefs danger from 
46 the power of contrary influences." 
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The Conductors of this Inflitution are well 
aware that in a large City like York, one fucti 
School of Induftry and that for Girls only, carf- 
not be expe&ed to produce any vifible change 
in the manners and appearance of the lower 
orders in general. They know and lament that 
multitudes of forlorn children are ftill daily in 
the ftfeets, untaught and Unemployed. Some 
Httle, it is evident, may be done towards the 
prevention of this evil by the exertion of pri- 
vate individuals ; but nothing left than the 

^interference and prote&ion of the Magiftrate, 
would be effeftual to complete its cure. For, 
were Schools of Induftry fo multiplied that the 
child of every perfon in needy circumftances 
could be admitted; ftill, whilft our Poor. Laws 
remain as they are at prefent, fo conftituted, 

, and fo adminiftered as to hold out a certain 
.fupport to the idle and profligate, many parents 
•would not fend their children to be taught and 
employed in them. I do not prefume to fay 
•what alteration in the Poor Laws, or what in- 
terference of the Magiftrate would be efFe&ual. 
Some fuch plan generally adopted as that of the 
a&ive and benevolent Count Rumford at 
Munich, or, (as feeming more practicable in 

. this Country) of the excellent Mr. Voght, at 
Hamburgh, together with the general encourage- 
ment and patronage of Benefit Societies, pro- 
mifes much for the attainment of this mod 
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defirable end : It is not however too much to 
predi& that, although efforts like thefe might not 
be effe&ual, without other aids, to produce a i 
general reformation of the lower claffes ; yet ' v 
that the fum of happinefs in refpecl of numbers 
of individuals, would be thereby exceedingly 
increafed. 
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ON THE 



GREY COAT SCHOOL, 

AND THE 

REGULATIONS 

INTRODUCED INTO IT, IN THE YEARS 

1786 &f 1787. 



IHE Grey Coat School in this City, fo de- 
nominated from the colour of the uniform worn 
by the Children, was founded in the beginning 
of the prefent Century.* Its objeft, like many 
other fimilar Inftitutions in this Kingdom, feems 

* T have not been able to afcertain with whom the defign of 
forming the two Charity Schools in this City, viz. one for Boys, 
denominated the Blue Coat School, and the other for Girls to be 
defcribed in thefe papers, at firil originated : I find, however, 
the name of Lady Hewley among the earlieft benefactors, for 
the fum of 200I. from whence I think it probable as well as from 

her general character of piety and benevolence, which led her 
to become the found refs of many charitable inititutions, that if 
the plan did not originate with her, yet that the firft promoters 
of it were encouraged by her liberality to put their defign in 

execution. 



\ 
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to have been merely that of fupplying the means 
of a better education to a certain . number of 
poor Girls, Orphans, or the Children of very 
diftreffed Parents, than they could have ob- 
tained in a Parilh Poor-Houfe, or in the Houfes 
of their indigent Relatives. If, therefore, 
through any defeft in the original plan, or any 
negleft in the manner in which it is executed, 
the Girls in fuch an Inftitution are in fad not 
better educated than they other wife would have 
been, the object aimed at by the benevolent 
Founders is not attained. 

The Girls, at firft twenty in number, were 
boarded with a Matter and Miftrefs, who en- 
gaged to teach them to read, write, few, knit, 
and fpin worfted ; the profits of their labour 
were received by the Mailer and Miftrefs. The 
Girls were likewife to be taught to wafh, and 
to do other houfehold work", and when they 
left the School, were to be bound apprentice for 
four years to any decent family who might be 
defirous of taking them. Afterwards, the funds 
of the Charity having increafed, the number 
of Girls was augmented to thirty. 

On feeing this ftatcment, the firft impreffion, 
would probably be much in favor of the In- 
ftitution j refpeding its objed, there could be 99 

B 
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doubt : I proceed however to date a few fa&s, iri 
order tofhew how far that objeft was attained. 

Being at York on a vifit, about the year 1780, 
I heard the Grey Coat School feveral times 
mentioned, and always in terms of regret.— 
The Charity School for Boys, it was faid, was 
an ufeful inftitution* upon the whole well con- 
ducted ; but it fome how or other happened, that 
very few of the girls turned out well, that 
many of them w;ere fickly, remarkably low of 
ftature, and that their whole appearance was very, 
unfavourable. One day this fubject was men- 
tioned in the prefence of a Gentleman of this 
City, who had for many years attended the 
School as a medical man, and who ftill at- 
tends it : he lamented that the opinion ge- 
nerally entertained of the School was but too 
juft, and added, that to his knowledge there 
were at that time nine miferable girls, who had 
been educated in it, upon the town, the wretch- 
ed vidiims of proftitution. It ftruck me inftantly, 
that effects fo uniform, muft proceed either from 
fome fault in the original conflitution of the 
fchool itfelf, or from the manner in which it 
was conduced ; and I determined, if it 'ever 
were in my power, thoroughly to inveftigate 

thefubjech 

In the year. 1785, a new building being com- 
pleted for the reception of the girls belonging 
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this charity, Mrs. Gray and myfelf, having, as 
it was thought, had fome fuccefs in the eftablifh- 
ment of the Spinning School, were requefted by 
the late Mr. Mortimer and Mr. Alderman Stabler, 
in their own names, and in the names of the 

reft of the Governors, to give our opinion re- 
fpe&ing the regulations fo much wa&ted, and 
our affiftance towards putting them in execution; 
and about the fame time the Dowager Lady 
Anderfon, and Mrs. Swain ft on, were likewife ap- 
plied to by Mr. Mortimer, for the fame purpofe. 

Confulting together, we determined to com- 
ply with the requeft of the Gentlemen, and were 
immediately joined by Mrs. Withers, and the 
late Mrs. Deighton. 

Before their application to us, the Gentlemen 
had agreed with a Mafter and Miftrefs of the 
name of Lazenby to board the Girls on the fame 
plan as formerly ; the Miftrefs was to employ 
them as ftiould beft fuit her convenience, and to 
have the benefit of their labor. 

On confidering the fubjeft, we determined, 
before we undertook the regulation of the 
School, to ftate to the Gentlemen what we 
conceived to be the ends and obje&s at which a 
Charity School for Girls fliould particularly aim, 

B 2 
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and this we did in our firft paper * fent to the 
Gentlemen's Committee ; it was our defign 
afterwards, to endeavour to point out to them, 
from time to time, fuch regulations as fhould 
appear moft effe&ual for the attainment of thefc 
objects. In this paper alfo, the outline was 
Sketched of a plan for arranging the Girls, 
&c. in fuch manner that their refpc&ive 
employments fhould regularly follow each 
other, and not be left to the caprice, nor be 
affe&ed by the intereft of the Miftrefs ; but as 
what was at that time fuggefted, has fince been 
put in pradice ; and as the plan in its prefent 
improved ftate, will be defcribed in this ac- 
count, it is unneceffary to tranferibe that part of 
it here. 

This paper meeting with the approba- 
tion of the Gentlemen, we were fe- 
quefted to vifit the School, to examine into 
its adual ftate. We found the children, theh 
thirty in number, generally difeafed both in 
body and mind ; their appearance fickly and 
dejeded ; their ignorance extreme ; and the 
defcription given by the new Matter and Mif- 
trefs, of their moral depravity, truly deplorable.f 

• See Extracts, Appendix 6. 
f See Appendix, No 7. 
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The faults to which thefe poor girls were ad- 
dieted being all of that clafs which arc the refult 
of fcanty fare and harfh treatment, the firft 
fteps to be taken were evidently fuch as fhould 
moft effe&ually counteract thefe evils ; but as 
the accomplifhment of this, would probably in- 
volve the neceffity of an intire change in the 
whole plan of the School, we were aware that 
we muft proceed with caution, in order, if 
poflible, to avoid the oppofitipn, which an 
attempt at what would be called innovation, 
would be certain to excite, were too much at- 
tempted at once. In the fecond paper, there- 
fore, we did not propofe any alterations, to 
which the Gentlemen had not already confented; 
we merely ftated the neceffity of having two 
Affiftant Teachers — one in the Wool Spinning 
Room, and the other to teach fewing, knitting, 
and line-fpinnxng ; their wages to be paid out of 
the Fund, not by the Matter and Miftrefs j and 
to this propofal alfo, the Governors confentecL 

During the month of February, we vifite4 
the School almoft every day, and had already 
the fatisfadtion of perceiving fbme improvement 
in the appearance of the children j of which no- 
tice was taken in a third paper feat to the Gen- 
tlemen, at their Monthly Committee Meeting 
on the 3d of March. In this paper a requeft 

»3 
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was preferred, that the number of Girls mfght 
be augmented to thirty-five: alfo, that the 
prefent fet might continue in the School two 
years Ipnger, the reafons being given in detail j 
and to both thefe requefts the Committee con- 
fented. We now alfo ventured, for the firft 
time, to mention our obje&ions againft putting 
the Girls out Apprentices on their leaving the 
School ; alfo, our reafons for difapproving the 
method then in ufe, of boarding the children 
with the Matter and Miftrefs. * 

The Committee, however, did not at that 
time agree with us in opinion on either of thefe 
jfiibje&s.f 

In reply to this anfwer of the Governors, wc 
fcnt a fourth paper to their Monthly Meeting 
on the fifth of April, in which, with many pro- 
pofals for prefent lefTer Regulations, (to all 
of which the Gentlemen confented) we ftated, 
that although we were not convinced by their 
arguments in favour of continuing the prefent 
mode of maintaining the Children during their 
ftay in the School, and of binding them Apr 
prentices when they left it, we fliould not at 
that time prefs the fubjedt any further j earneft- 

. • See extra&s, Appendix; No. 8. 
t See their Anfwer, Appendix, No. g, 
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ly requefting however, that the Governors 
would not then pafs any decided Refolution on 
thefe fubjects.* 

About this time, (April) our Committee of 
Ladies was joined by Mrs. Salmond, to whofe 
unremitting and unwearied exertions, from that 
time, to the prefent, the Inftitution owes much 
of its excellence. 

Some of my readers may perhaps cenfure fo 
minute a detail of thefe tranfaltions, and I am 
ready to allow that the cenfure would be juft, 
were the objecfc no more than merely to 
relate the little hiftory of a particular Cha- 
rity School* But as the methods which were 
in ufe here, of maintaining the Children by 
boarding them with a Matter and Miftrefs, 
and of binding them Apprentices when they 
left the School, prevail very generally in fimi- 
lar Inftitutions, it is the earneft wifli of the 
Writer to call the attention of the confiderate 
and humane to thefe fubie&s : for, as fimilar 
caufes will generally produce effe&s that are 
fimilar, the reafoning on which thefe objections 
are founded will remain unfliaken, although it 
fliould happen, in fome particular cafes, that, 
the evils here complained of were coun teraftecj 
by accidental eircumftances. 

f See extra&s, Appendix, No. iq, 
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For inffence, if it were to happen that a Per- 
fon fhould be met with willing to undertake 
the management of f uc h an Inftitution, whofe 
primary object was the good of the Children, 
and not perfonal emolument, in this cafe it is 
admitted, that although the Children were 
boarded, there would be no danger of their 
being abridged of Food or Clothing : but 
are fuch charaders commonly to be met with ? 

™ J!?' f ° t0 frame the co °ftitution of any 
Eftabhfhment, that its well-being fhall depend 

upon an accidental circumftance, which cannot 
fairly be expected to occur one time in a thou- 
land? 

Again, it may happen that a Girl whofe dif, 
pofitibn is uncommonly docile, may be fo for- 
tunate as to be bound Apprentice for her labour 
to a Matter and Miftrefs, who are confcientious, 
gentle, and humane, who keep no other £er* 
vant that might counteract their kindnefs, 
and who have no pampered children fuffered 
to tyranize over an objeS in their power. 
In fuch a cafe, the protection afforded on the 
one hand may generate gratitude, and the fer- 
vices received on the other, together with the 
helplefs forlorn fituation of the object, from 
whom they are received, may produce increafed 
attachment and good-will. But are fuch charac- 
ters, and fuch fituations ufually met with f Is it 
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not obvious that a general inference {hould not 
be drawn in favour of any pra&ice, from its fuc- 
cels in ope particular in fiance I 

But to return to the hiflory of our School. 
During the month of April, the Miftrefi of the 
School became deranged in her underftanding, 
and her hulband found it neceflary to place her 
in the Lunatic Afylum. Soon afterward! 
we heard, that this circumftance had increafed 
a very general prejudice, which had previ- 
oufly been excited in the City againft our 
new regulations, to which it was now faid, 
the unhappy malady of this unfortunate wo* 
man was folely to be attributed. Although 
we did not much regard thefe reports, yet we 
judged it proper to take fome notice of them 
in a paper fent to the Governors oa the 4th of 
May.* 

In the beginning of June, a paper was ient to 
the Monthly Meeting of the Governors, ftating 
more at large our obje&ions to the prefent mode 
of ApprenticeChips :f this was figned by nine 
Ladies of the Committee, three being abfent, 
and three holding their judgment in fufpence 
pn the fubjeft, till they fhouid fee the whole of 

* See extracts, Appendix, No. 11. 
f See extracts, Appendix, No, 12. 
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a plan to be fubftituted for retaining the Girls 
under our patronage, after leaving the School. 
To this paper no anfwer was returned by the 
Gentlemen. 

During this month alfo, a plan was fketched 
out by the Writer of thefe papers, and fent to 
Mr. Mortimer, framed on the general idea of 
prolonging the patronage of the Ladies to the 
Girls beyond the period of their continuance 
in the School \ and a Subfcription was entered 
Into for the accomplifhment of this objed, by 
the Ladies who had figned the former paper.* 
This fmall Subfcription it was at firft propofed 
fliould be depofited in the hands of Mr. Morti- 
mer, then Treafurer of the Inftitution, but he 
declining it, Mrs. Salmond undertook the 
charge, and continued it till the Auguft of 
1788, when the Friendly Society, of which 
the patronage of thefe Girls was the leading 
objeft, was completely formed. Mrs. Salmond 
therefore, was in faft the fole Stewardefs of that 
Society in its infant ftate, more than two years, 
a period of greater fatigue and difficulty, than 
any that has fince occurred. 

DuringthcmonthsofJulyandAuguft,analmoft 
daily attendance at the fchool was neceflary, and 

• Sec Appendix, No. 13. 
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we found, on very clofe inveftigation, that the 
Matter was unfit for the truft repofed in him, 
not only on account of the deranged ftate of his 
wife,but for many other reafons which are ftated 
at length in a paper now before me. But this 
paper was not fent to the Governors, (many of 
them being then out of town) and as it relates 
merely to a particular cafe, I fliall not make 
any extra&s from it. 

The Governors, at a Monthly Meeting on the 
firft of September, requefted the opinion of the 
Ladies on the propriety of retaining the. Matter 
of the School, in the abfence of his wife j and they 
were requefted, if his fervices were not found 
neceffary, to appoint a Matron. In confequence 
of this . meffage, we met on the fifth of that 
month, and after coming to feveral refolutions, 
adjourned to the fecond of October, when we 
met again, and agreed on the contents of a 
paper to be fent to the Governors at their 
Monthly Meeting on the fpurth of O&ober. 
This paper, contained our opinion, that it was 
neceffary to difmifs the prefent M after and Mif- 
trefs, and that it would be moft proper to en- 
gage a Matron, to prefide over the Girls. We 
requefted moreover, that an experiment might 
then be made, previoufly to a permanent agree- 
ment with a Matron, of the difference in ex- 
pence between the prefent mode of boarding 
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the Children, and that which we had formerly 
recommended. 

In their anfwer, the Governors were pleafed 
to acquiefce in all our propofals, and from that 
time, they have given the Ladies entire power 
to follow the dictates of their own judgement, 
both in refpect to the regulation of the Girls 
while they continue in the School, the time 
of their leaving it, and the method of difpofing 
of them afterwards. From this period there- 
fore, (October 17, 1786) apprenticelhips were 
aboliffied, and the provisions and other houfe- . 
hold expences have been paid for immediately 
out of the Funds of the Charity. 
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Hijlory of the School 

81NCB 

THE CONDUCTING OF IT DEVOLVED ENTIRELY 



UPOM 

• 



THE LADIES. 



I 



will not trouble my readers with the par* 
ticulars of the different Miftreffes at firft enga- 
ged, experiments tried, &c. &c. as the enume- 
ration of thefe could hardly be of ufe in 

* 

any fimilar undertaking : fuffice it to fay, that 
it was not till the May of 1787, that the outline 
of the plan could be quite filled up, nor till 
then, that the regulations of the School com- 
pletely affumed their prefeiit form. 

As it was neceflary for the fake of order, that 
the external government, as well as the internal 

• Their Committee coniifted of Mrs. Swainfton, Lady An- 
derfon, Mrs. Withers, Mrs. Gray, the Lady of Dr. Withers, 
Mrs Salmond, the late Mrs. Deighton, the late Mrs. Ellis, 
Mrs. Bedingfield, Mrs. Sawyer, Mrs. Eyre, the late Mrs. Hun* 
ter, Mrs. Cheap, Mrs; R. Croft, and Mrs. Cappe. 
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regulations of the School, fliould have Laws 
permanently eftablifhed, we drew up the follow- 
ing t— 

i. That four meetings fliould be held in 
the courfe of the yeaf, * at which, all who 
had already, or might hereafter chufe to take 
upon themfelves the fuperintendence of the 
School, fhould be defired to attend. That at 
thefe meetings, all affairs relating to the 
Charity, fli6uld bedifcuffed: new regulations, 
if at any time fuch appeared neceffary, propofed ; 
abufes redreffed; andpartictdar inftances of merit, 
whether in the Miftreffes or Scholars, rewarded. 

2. That at thefe quarterly meetings, fome one 
Lady fliould act as Prefident, another as Secre- 
tary j to minute whatever particular tranfac- 
tion might deferve notice, in a book appro- 
priated to that purpofe. 

3. That at every quarterly meeting, two 
Ladies fliould be appointed particular Superin- 
tendents for the next three months, to attend 
in fucceffion, fix weeks at a time. 

At firft we imagined, that this conftant fuper- 
intendence of one of the Committee, for the 

• On the 2d of February ; the ifl of May ; the 2nd of 
Auguft ; and the 12th of November. 
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purpofe of general infpection, might have bectt 
fufficient for every purpofe, but we found upon 
trial, not only that the various particulars 
which required looking after, were too many 
for one perfon to attend to, but moreover 
that fome parts could be better done by 
the fame Lady throughout the year, than by 
many in fucceffion. Accordingly it was propofe4 
at the following quarterly meeting, in Auguft 
1787, that, in addition to the fix weeks attend- 
ance of one of the Committee, four other Ladies 
fhould take upon themfelves the following de- 
partments : 

1. To overlook the accounts of the Matron $ 
order and fuperintend the viftuals ; fign all the 
bills ; fix the refpedive talks, proportioning 
them to the age, ftrength, and abilities of the 
children ; pay the rewards every week ; take 
charge of the reward-box, * and in fact to 

• This Box is divided into 40 partitions, each cell having 
written on it, the name of the Girl whofe little treafure it is to 
contain. The money given to every Girl is always minuted in 
a book kept for that purpofe ; fo that in cafe of any miilake, 
the book and the box may ferve as a check upon each other ; it 
being exceedingly important, not only that the ftri&eft ju (lice 
fhould be fhewn in the diftribution of rewards, but that the 
greateft care be taken to keep fafely, whatever has been diftribu- 
ted. Thefe little rewards, fcrvc, not only as a ftimulus to induf- 
Iry, and to imprefs the minds of the children with accurate ideas 
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Superintend the whole expenditure and cecono* 
my of the School : alfo the management of the 
garden, and particularly of the culinary vege- 
tables. 

a. To clafs the children, arranging them 
according to a regular plan every fix weeks, as 
wool-fpinners,line-fpinners, fewers, knitters and 
houfe Girls. Alfo to order their clothes, to cut 
them out ready to be made by each Girl, for 
herfelf, when it is her turn to few, f and to 
cut out the houfe-linen, fheets, towels, &c. 

3. To purchafe the flax ; fuperintend the 
^reaving ; pay the bills of that department ; 
and to take care that a fufficient quantity of 
linen of every kind be manufactured before 
Good Friday, ready for the fervices of the fol- 
lowing year. 

of property, but alfo to teach them the value of labor, and the 
importance of faving the fmallefl fums ; from the accumulation 
of which, they difcover that halfpence, and even farthings* 
continually added to, will in time amount to millings, half 

crowns, and even half guineas. 

f The clothes for the enfuing year are always made ready 
againft Good-Friday ; and the materials for the clothes of the 
following year are alfo ready cut out, that no time may be loft. 
On that day, the children receive their new clothes, which have 
been kept in a clofet, containing forty fmall partitions, the name 
of each Girl being upon her own cell, as in the reward-box. 
Thefe clothes are immediately replaced* with materials for the 
next fet, and are taken out as they are wanted to be made, anil 
afterwards replaced in the fame cell, when finifhed. 
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4. To fuperintend the weol-fpinning ; to fee 
that it reaches the proper counts ; that every 
pound is marked with the girl's name who fpun 
it ; that it is reeled right ; that the Miftrefs keeps 
her fpinning clofet in order, and fpinning book 
with accuracy ;* to correfpond with the Manu- 
facturer; keep all the accounts; receive the 
money earned by fpinning; (which is -paid 
annually to the Treafurer) and to fee every 

pound of yarn weighed before it is returned to 
the manufacturer. 

The firft department was undertaken by Mrs. 
Salmond.— The fecond by Mrs. Swainfton. — 
The third by the lady of Dr. Withers, and the 
fourth by the wciter of thefe papers, who trans- 
acted this bufinefs to the belt of her power, 



* The Wool Spinning Miftrefs ha3 a Clofet divided like 
tne Clothes Clofet and Reward Box, with the name of 
each girl upon the partition appropriated for the reception of 
her particular hanks as foon as they are fpun ; the names being 
changed every fix weeks when the new arrangements take place. 
This clofet the Miftrefs examines every night, and fhe enters in a 
book what every girl has fpun in the courfe of the day. This book 
is fhewn at the end of the week to the Lady who pays the re- 
wards ; an,d each Girl is feparately commended or reproved, 
and her refpe&ive tafk.raifed or lowered, accordingly as the 
circumftances may require. A book is likewife kept by the other 
affiftant Miftrefs, with the particulars of the (lockings knit, and 
line fpun, in the courfe of the week. The fame method is fol- 
lowed in the Spinning School. 
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upwards of tw6 years, when, finding the portion 
of time it required, incompatible with other 
duties, efpecially with prior engagements 
to the Spinning School, the Matter, who 
teaches the Houfe-Girls writing and accounts, 
was engaged to undertake this department, with 
an increafed falary of i ol. per annum ; with this 
difference only, that the Money received from 
the Manufacturers, is now paid to Mrs, Sal- 
mond, and by her accounted for, to the trea- 
furer. 

The Ladies who undertook the three firft 
departments in Auguft, 1787, ftill continue thofe 
offices, and confer the greateft benefit on the 
charity,* 

The bufinefs of the Ladies who take upon 
themfelves the office of general infpectors, and 
who fucceed each other every fix weeks, is as 
follows : 

To hear every Girl read and fpell, at leaft 

twice ; once, when flie enters on her fuperin- 

£ tendence, and again, before fhe refigns it . To 

minute down whatever may merit attention, 

whether as matter of praife, or of blame, in the 

* Since thefe papers were written, the Inftitution has fuftained 
a great lofi, by the fudden and lamented death of Mrs. Swainfton. 
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con duel of the Miftreffes, or Girls, in a book to 
be produced at the enfuing general Committee 
Meeting. To infpeft from time to time, the 
clothes preffes, beds, flieets, &c. To fee that all 

things are in proper order, and in fhort, to take 
notice of every thing, whether furniture, repairs, 
or whatever elfe may be wanted for the benefit 
of the Inftitution : Moreover, to call an extra- 
ordinary Committee Meeting, if any exigence 
fhould arife to make fuch a proceeding neceffary. 

What relates to the internal regulation of the 
School, I fliall copy from the account publifhed 
in the Monthly Magazine, in the number for 
Auguft, 1797* 

" Inftead of its being optional to employ the 
*' children at what time and in what manner the 
" Miftrefs may pleafe, their employments are 
" fubjeel to general laws, from which no de- 
" viation whatever is allowed, without per- 
" miffion of the Ladies Committee. 

. " The outline of thefe laws is as follows : 

" The whole School is divided into clafles. 
" 1 ft. Ten girls, who in turn fill the office of 
" Servants, and who, as five leave the fchool 
" every year, are of courfe in that clafs the two 

C 2 
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" laft years of their remaining in it, and are 
" diftinguifhed from the others in their drefs 
<c by a green, inftead of a grey ftuff gown ; and 
" fecondly, Thirty, who for diftincHons fake, 
" may be denominated fcholars. The laws re- 
" fpe&ing thofe in the clafe of Servants, are the 
u following : 



«c 
cc 
cc 
cc 



Two, are houfe-maids ; two, kitching- 
maids ; two, affiftants in wafliing and getting 
up the linen (which takes up two days in 
every week) j two, houfe-afliftants on thofe 
days j and two carders aind fpinners of wafte 
" wool, which is manufactured for the ufe of 
" the fchool, and who alfo twift the worfted 
" for the ftockings. The four, who are wa£h- 
" ing and houfe afliftants, fpin wool on the four 
" days when they are not wanted for that pur- 
pofe, having regular talks fet. The four 
fervants are employed by the Matron, when 
u they have done their houfe- work, in mending 
u the clothes and other linen ufed in the family, 
" bleaching the cloth fpun for houfe ufe, (for 
cc every article worn by the girls, except (hoes and 
" ftays, and ftraw hats, is manufa&ured by them- 
" felves) and in making child clothes^ of ma- 
« c terials fent by the Ladies for poor people, 
" &c. &c. They all change alternately every 
" fix weeks, according to a regular plan, fo that 
"in the courfe of thirty weeks, every one 
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*\has filled thefc feveral places for the fpace 
" of fix weeks ; and the whole ten have a Mafter 
" three days a week to teach them writing and 
*' arithmetic, and to improve them in reading. 



c< 



The rules rcfpe&ing the thirty Scholars are 
? c as follows : Twenty are always employed in 
* c fpinning wool for the manufa&urer, and for 
'* their own clothing. This may not impro* 
*' perly be called their trade r not only as the 
f * money gained and faved by it to the Inftitu- 
* c tion is confidcrable, but moreover as by 
u means of it, every girl may afterwards gain a 
u livelihood ; as there is not any one who can- 
" not fpin fixteen hanks per day when fhe leaves 
" the fchool, which at the average price of wool- 
* c fpinning, produces eight-pence. The remain- 
*■ ing ten are employed in fpinning line, and ii* 
* c fewing and knitting* Thefe employments 
* c are changed every three months in the fol- 
" lowing order ; When ten leave the wool- 
" room, five are employed, the firft fix weeks 
" in fpinning line, and the fecond fix weeks in 

* 

* c fewing and knitting; and when this time is 
*■' expired, they all return to the wool-room, 
* 6 and the like number of wool-fpinners take 
" their place ; fo that two-thirds of the time of 
* 4 every girl is occupied in fpinqing worfted, 
" and one-third divided between fpinning line, 

C 3 
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" fewing, and knitting. Every girl makes her 
" own clothes and knits her own ftockings, 
" and one pair of mittens ready for the fol- 
" lowing year." 

It will be inferred, from what has been al- 
ready faid, that every Girl has her talk fet. This 
rule extends, not only to wool-fpinning but to 
the whole of her various employments. The 
money flie receives for completing her tafk, or 
for over work, is abfolutely her own j liable, 
however, to a deduftion of forfeits for mifbeha- 
viour, falling fliort of her work, &c. according 
to a regular printed fcale, * fo that every one 
knows exactly what fhe is to expect. 

From the time of thefe arrangements in 
Auguft, 1787, no alteration whatever was made 
until February 17, 1794, when the Ladies 
clrew up a paper, which was fent to the Gen- 
tlemen, dating, that in confequence of the ftrift 
ceconomy introduced into the fchool, they 
thought themfelves authorized to requeft, that 
the Girls might in future be allowed meat three 
days a week inftead of only two, as had hitherto 
been allowed, and that the falary of Mr, Har- 
per, who fuperintends the wool department, 
and who teaches the houfe girls reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, might be augmented five gui- 

t Sec Appendix, No. 14. 
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neas annually ; to both of which requefts the 
Gentlemen confented, at the fame time voting 
their thanks to the Ladies.* 

In the February of 1795, the Ladies Com- 
mittee paffed a Refolution, that on account of 
the Matron's good conduct, and in confidera- 
tion of her advanced age, fhe fhould have her 
choice annually among the Girls whofe' turn it 
may be next to leave the School, of any one fhe 
might prefer as her affiftant, %o continue *as fuch 
qne year, with the allowance of 3d. per week 
wages, being found in clothes, a§ heretofore, 
by the Ijiftitution* The employment of this 
Girl, like that of the others,is apprppriated,but as 
it is rather that of general fuperintendence, 
pnder the eye of the Matron, than of any ftated 
work, and as it does not form a part of the 
regular Eftablifliment, it is not neceffary tp 
defcend tq particulars, 

« 

The affairs of the School had now gone oq, 
with what muft be deemed, uninterrupted pro- 
sperity . from the final adjuftment of the new 
Regulations in 1787, till the May of 1796, when 
it was found neceffary to expel five of theoldeft 
Girls, and in the Auguft following, three more, 
for difhoneft, or diforderly conduct. It ap- 
peared in the firft inflance, that they had beeij 

* See Rxtrads. Appeadi*, No. 15 . 
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feduced by an unprincipled woman, the Mother- 
in-Law of one of the Girls, and in the fecond, 
by one of their own number, who had her- 
felf been previoufly milled by bad acquaintance. 
This aft of feverity was neceffary, for the fake 
of example, however the Ladies have fince had 
the fatisfa&ion of hearing, that five out of the 
eight, are now in fervice, and have ever fince 
behaved well. 

In the annual account publiflied of the two 
Schools, thefe unfortunate Girls were not men- 
tioned, and this for two reafons. Firft, as it 
might have given a bad, and therefore a falfe 
impreffion of the general State of the School, 
which even at that time, notwithftanding this 
misfortune, (and to fimilar accidents every In- 
stitution of the kind muft be liable) was very 
flourifhing; and fecondly, becaufe to have 
made the names of the young delinquents 
public, would have fixed a ftigma on their 
character, difproportioned to their offence, a 
ftigma which no fubfequent good conduct might 
have been able to efface, and the immediate opera- 
tion of which would have been to prevent their 
admiffion into any decent family, a means more 
likely than any other, of rectifying what had 
been amifs in their conduft, and of reftoring 
them to refpe&ability in their humble ftation. , 
That this decifion was right, the good conduct 
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of five out of the eight, from that time to the 
prefent, as already mentioned, abundantly 
proves. 

This infiance of forbearance however, on the 
part of the Ladies, gave rife to a report, which 
feems to have circulated very generally ; that 
becaufe in the. annual printed lift for the laft 
three years, the names of only four in each 
year had appeared, as having been placed in 
fervice, that therefore, the Girls muft have been 
kept in the School much longer than was ne- 
ceffary, and that by this means the benefits 
arifing from the Inftitution to the public at 
large, were much lefs extenfive than they might 
otherwife have been. This opinion, fo gene- 
rally circulated, feems at length to have pro- 
duced its effect on the minds of the Governors 
themfelves, for at a Monthly Meeting in the Jan- 
uary of theprefent year, theydefired a conference 
with a feleft Committee of the Ladies on this 
fubjech* The Gentlemen formed their judge- 
ment from the printed lift, in like manner as 
the judgement of the public had been formed j 
whereas, if inftead of doing this, they had con- 
fulted their own admiffion book,|- they would 

* See Appendix, No. 16. 

f The mode of admiffion is as follows :— The names of the 
candidates, their age, place of abode, and the circumftances of 
their parents or other friends, as far as can be learnt, are fet down 
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have feen f that twenty had a&ually been re- 
ceived into the School, inftead of only twelve, 
as they erroneoufly fuppofed, in the courfe of 
the laft three years ; and therefore, that the- 
proper fubjeci: of inquiry, was not, why fo few 
had been admitted, but rather, what was be- 
come of the remaining eight ? It being evident, 
?$ the number in the School had always re- 
mained the fame, that eight Girls had been ad- 
mitted, of whom no acgqupt had been given. 

In confequcnce of this meffage from the 
Governors, the Ladies held an extraordinary- 
Committee Meeting, at which five of their num- 
ber * were requefted to meet the Delegates from 
the Gentlemen, which they did accordingly, 
.in the beginning of February, at the Grey 
. Coat School. 



by the Lady to whom the application may happen to be made, 
Thefe lifts are from time to time read over at the quarterly Meet- 
ing, in order that due inquiry may be made into the truth of t|ie 
feveral particulars, and at the Meeting previous to the new elec- 
tion in May, fix or feven out of this number, who appear the 
greater!: objects, are felected to be fent to the Gentlemen's Com- 
mittee, as recommended by the Ladies ; out of which, the Gen- 
tlemen chufe five, who are admitted into the fchool. — In future, 
fix will be annually admitted, as may be feen by the 
new regulations, refulting from the conference between the 
Governors and the Ladies. 

• Viz. Mrs. Salmond, the late Mrs. Swainfion, the two 
Mrs. Withers and Mrs. Gray. 
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After the Delegates had ftated the caufe of 
the difcontents that had arifen, namely, that it 
appeared by the printed lift, that only twelve 
girls had gone to fervice in the three preceding 
years, the Ladies anfwered, by entering into the 
feveral particulars refpe&ing thofe who had 
been expelled, already enumerated : Shewing 
from the admiffion book, that in 1795, fix were 
admitted; in 1796, eleven; and in 1797, three ^ 
amounting in all to twenty.. It appeared there- 
fore, in fad, that although the Ladies had in* 
deed been obliged by a particular exigence, ta 
depart from a leading principle of the new re- 
gulations, (namely, that of fending out a given 
number every year,) yet that its operation had 
been precifely the contrary, to what had been 
apprehended, for, that during this period, five 
girls more than the ftipulated number, had in 
reality left the fchool, and that in confequence, 
five more had been admitted, inftead of three 
lefs, as had been erroneoufly conceived.* 

Thefe facts being produced, and the fubject 
fully explained, the Delegates declared them- 
felves entirely fatisfied as to the principal 

* For the particulars of the feveral differences between the 
pentlemen's flatement of the numbers apprehended to have 
been fent out, compared with the aclual number in the lad 
three years, as well as of the number admitted, fee Appendix, 
No. 17. 



( 44 ) 

v 

fubjeft of their enquiry ; they alfo paffed many 
encomiums on the manner in which the School 
was concluded, approving highly of the order, 
ceconomy, and perfeft regularity Svhich pervades 
the whole. Still however, they earneftly de- 
fired, that no Girl might remain in the School, 
above the age of fixteen years, and that fix 
might be placed in fervice every year, inftead 
of five. 

In regard to the firft of thefe requefts, the 
Ladies replied, that the greater part being ad* 
niitted at nine years of age, and continuing ia 
the School feven years, already left it at fif- 
teen. That in a few inftances, where Girls 
had been older at the time of their admiffion, they 
had of courfebeen older when they left thefchoolj 
but that this could not, in particular cafes be 
avoided, without difturbing the general order of 
the claffes, which of the two, would be a fargreater 
evil, * even admitting, as the Gentlemen fup* 
pofed, that the keeping a Girl in the School till 
feventeen, was an evil. 

That as to fending out fix every year, inftead 
of five, it was impoffible the Ladies fhould have 

• It ought to be remembered that on preferving the order 
in which the Girls now regularly take their turn in the various 
employments and occupations of the School, depends in great 
meafure their being fitted for fervants ; alfo, that without thig 
method, it is impoffible, even were the Mafter, Miftrefs, or Ma* 
tron, difpofed to wifli it, that all fhould receive equal ad van tages. 
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the l*aft objection to it, any further, than that 
while the whole number in the School con* 
tinued what it was at prefent, this too would 
interfere with the claffes ; that however, if the 
Governors would confent that the number 
fhould be augmented from forty, to forty- two, 
this might be contrived, by having always 
twelve, inftead of ten, in the capacity of houfe- 
girls. To this augmentation, on the report of 
the Delegates to the Governors, they confent ed, 
and in the May of the prefent year, two more 
than the accuftomary number were admitted, 
making the whole, forty two. 

It was neceffary however, in eonfequence of 
this arrangement, that fome new employment 
Jhould be contrived for two of the Houfe Girfe 
in rotation, ten being fufficient for the work 
already appropriated. To have added a Dairy to 
the Eftablifhment, would, on many accounts have 
been defirable, but that, after due confideration, 
was found to be impratticable,in theprccinfts of a 
large City ; it was determined therefore, that 
they fhould be employed in Spinning Hucka- 
back, a branch of manufacture fomewhat out 
of date, but much inquired after by many Fa- 
milies. They are taught to Spin with both 
hands, and fuch is the advantage of general 
habits of a&ivity and diligence, that feveral of 
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them have already attained to confiderable pro- 
ficiency. 

From the foregoing account, it will appear, 
that although for the fake of order, fimplicity, 
and equal juftice, general principles fhould 
not be deviated from in an Inftitution of this 
kind, when it can be avoided ; yet that exi- 
gences may, and probably will arife, when 
a departure from them may be abfolutely 
neceffary ; and that therefore, a difcretionary 
power of doing this, muft be lodged fome- 
where. If it be lodged with the Governors of 
the Charity, they, not having any means of 
information but through the medium of the 
Mafter, Miftrefs, or Matron, this power will, 
in faft, be transferred from them to the 
Mafter, Miftrefs, or Matron ; and hence, 
among other reafons, the importance in a 
Female Charity School, of the conftant fuper- 
intendence of Ladies,, who by that means are 
enabled to form an impartial judgment of their 
own, from perfonal obfervation. As however, 
fome of the inferences drawn from this general 
remark, have been the fubject of confiderable 
debate, may I be allowed to mention a cafe 
which certainly ought not to be claffed among 
particular exigencies ? 

A perfon, we will fuppofe, on feeing the 
School, ftruck with the countenance and man- 
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ner df feme particular Girl, offers to take her 
intb immediate fervice; it has been urged, 
that to delay complying with this requeft, till 
the regular time of her leaving the School, is 
at once an aft of injuftice to the Inftitution, and 
to the individual. But let it be confidered, 
that to depart from a general law, which has 
the good of the whole for its object, on ac- 
count of an individual, cannot ultimately be a 
benefit to the Inftitution : And fecondly, that 
the Girl herfelf would lofe many of the advan- 
tages which belong exclufively to the laft 
two years, by fuch anticipation of her de- 
parture from the School : * atid moreover, it 
cannot be afcertained whether {he would in 
f aft be more advantageoufly placed, with a per- 
fon who forming a hafty judgement from mere 
outward appearance, defired immediately to 
/ hire her as a Servant, than by flaying the regu- 
lar time, and taking her chance among others. 

I would obferve further, that if it could be 
hoped that the School would in all future time, 
be fuperintended, as it is at prefent, by Ladies 

• It fhould be remembered, that it is during the two lad years 
that the Girls are taught, and accuftomcd to, Warning, Ironing, 
cleaning the Houfe, making Bread, cooking the Vi&uals, 
Bleaching Linen, Carding, Spinning, Quilting, &c. &c. and 
that it is only during this time, that they have the advantage 
of being taught to write, and receive fomc inlbuaion in the firjt 
rules of Arithmetic. 
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as judicious, as they are humane, fuch innova- 
tions, accidentally made, might not be equally 
detrimental to the Inftitution ; but this muft 
not be reckoned upon, and every wife Legifla- 
tor (to compare great things with fmall,) whe- 
ther of a Nation, or of a Charity School, will 
fo form the laws by which it is to be governed, 
as to leave as little as may be* to reft upon con- 
tingences.* 

* It may not be befide the purpofe of this publication, to 
infert the following remarks, fent me by a friend :— 

" Perhaps on examination it would be found, that the gene- 
"rality of Charity Schools throughout England, cfpecially 
" thofe intended for the education of Girls, might with more 
" propriety be called decent poor-houfes, providing clothing 
"and food. 

" The firft, confiding of a decent drefs for Sundays, Holi- 
" days, and Committee-days ; the fecond, of a nominal diet table 
" of meat, twice a week. 

" Milk, mixed with water, brown bread ill prepared, or its 
" (till worfe fubftitute, bought white bread. On Committee- 
" days, the only ones on which thefe institutions are- infpe&ed, the 
* r children appear with warned hands and faces ; and a better din- 
«' ner and better bread is prepared." 

" If a Sheet or. Sheets for every bed be allowed by the charity, 
* ' they are taken out of the prefs, and put upon the Beds on 
•' thefe days, but carefully taken off before night ; and thus are 
" the innocent minds of Youth, early inftrufted in duplicity, 
"and in the low eft and mofl ihameful methods of avoiding in 
" future, the orders of Mailers, Miftreffes, and Parents. ' 

" The feme abufes prevail in refpect to what they are taught* 
*' A few of the quickeft, learn to read, write, work with their 
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But to return. In refpeft of Religious inftruc- 
tion, the Ladies have made no alteration in the 
plan laid down by the Founders of the Charity, 
unlefs the introduction of fome excellent mo- 
dern publications, by Mrs. Trimmer, and from 
the Cheap Repolitory, &c. &c. may he. called 
an alteration. Prayers are read Morning and 
Evening by the Matron, and the Children at- 
tend Divide Service at the eftablifhed Church, 
twice every Sunday, and on every Holyday 
throughout the yeai*. They are alfo taught 
the Church Catechifm, and the Collects for 
the day, as is ufual in other iimilar inftitutions,| 

"needle", Warn of knit, bat the far greater number are employed 
" folely in fpinning wool, line, making pins, or in whatever other 
" employment may be moft fuitable to the capacity of the child, 
" and therefore moft profitable to the Mafter or Miftrefs, or mail 
" for the advantage of the charity ; which, although it ought 
not to be loft fight of, yet certainly fhould not interfere with the 
children being taught what is neceffary to fit them for Servant?, 
« or for the duties of their ftations in after life ; or, with their 
" gaining the habits, and enjoying the comforts, of order, 
«« ceconomy, and deanlinefs, duties, which are peculiarly, indif- 
*' penfible in female life. '* 

f The writer of thefe papers is far from wifhing it to be un- 
derstood that fhe confiders the common method of committing 
to memory, Creeds, Catechifms, and CoIIetts, be the principles 
contained in them what they may, as the beft' mode, either of 
conveying inftruclion, or of impfelling' the heart with' religious 
fentiments ; and had fhe not been prevented by peculiar circum- 
ftances, would* certainly have prbpefed the making ; trial of a 

* "• ' * - * different 

D 
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and efpecial care is taken that every Girl fliall 
accompany the worthy Matron to receive the 
Sacrament, at leaft once, and frequently twice, 
before fhe leaves the School. 

Of the fuccefs which has attended the ex- 
ertions of their Patronefies, the requeft in which 
the Girls are now held in this City, as Ser- 
vants, would make it quite unneceffary to fay 



different method* and would with aUchearfulnefs have given evety 
afliftance in her power, towards patting it in execution. On 
this fubjeft, how touch ibever fhe may may difer on fome others, 
fire is fortunate in beingable to agree whh the excellent Author of 
alate valuable publication, not lefs to be admired for its eloquence, 
than for the accurate, alas too accurate, delineation of modern 
manners which it exhibit*, and for the fpirit of piety which it 
breathes; fpeaking of Religious Inftru&ion in general, and of 
Prayer in particular, Mrs. Moore fays, " If children are throw* 
" exclufively on the beft forms, if they are made to commit them 
" to memory like a copy of verfes, and to repeat them in a dry 
"cuftomary way, they will produce little effed upon their 
" minds."— -Strifturts on tbt Modern Syjiem of Female Education. 
Vol. Lpage 289. 

1 would beg leave to add further, that if the learning to repeat 
thefe, be enforced by feverity, if it wear the formidable 
aspeft of a tafk, and if the getting them off encroach 
upon the hours of play, it is not enough to fay that no good 
is done: and it is well if the difgufl by this means excited, may 
not become fo affociated with every thing connected with reli- 
gion, as in after life to indifpofe the mind to that ferioufnefs of 
fpirit, to that devoted nefs to God, which is the beft confolation 
and prefervative in the difficulties and dangers of the prefent 
fcene, and the only effectual means of preparation, for that which 
fliall hereafter fucceeck 
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fihy thing, were it not for the lake of Informing 
thofe who cannot be acquainted with this fac\. 

Some are married, and become th< decent in* 
duftrious Mothers of families j others are id 
fervice, many itill in the places to which they 
were at firft hired, where they are much va- 
lued ; and all who have left the School 
for the laft few years, (hew the greateft attach- 
ment to it, and regard the Matron as an affec- 
tionate parent, to whom they owe the great- 
eft obligation. The two Afliftant Miftreffes 
ate now always taken fromamong theGirls them* 
felves. She who now teaches to read, few* 
knit, fpin line, &c. is twenty-five years of age j 
flie was firft Wool Miftre&yJwa years, and was 
then preferred to her prefeht fituation, which 
flie has filled the laft two years and half, with 
the greateft credit to hcrfelf, and benefit to the 
Inftitution. 



D a 
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PARTICULARS RESPECTING THE 

AnhualExpenditure, Holy days, 

QUANTITY OF 

FOOD CONSUMED, 

CLOTHES ALLOWED, DIET TABLE, AND 

ANNUAL EARNINGS. 



I 



fcXvE not been able to learn the particulars 
of the expences of each year, previous to the 
time when the Ladies undertook the manage- 
ment of the School ; but in 1 786, the Treiafufer 
offered to pay the fum of 9I. per annum for 
each Girl* to any Matter or Miftf efs whom they 
might recotnmend- The following ftatemertf 
ihews the difference of expence on the for- 
mer plan, and that now adopted : 



1786. 



£. I. d. 



Sum offered by the 
Treafurerforthe 
board of each 
Girl ... 9 



6 o 






1795* 179s. *797« 

Average expence 
for each Girl, in- 
cluding the fum- 
mer of 1796, 
when the price 
of Corn was fo 
enormoufly high 
as to add to the 
expences of that 
year, the fum of 
40I. 17s* 8d. • io o 
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Average price of 
Butcher's Meat, 
per ftone --046 

Of beft Flour per 
• ftone .--01 8i 



Wool fpr Manufacturing into 
Clothing, from 8s. to js. * 
per ftone. 

m 

Jane for Wearing Apparel 
and Houfe Linen, from 8d. 
to lod. per pound. 






*79S> l 7&* l 797' 

Average price of 
Butcher's Meat, 
per ftone - - o 6 6 

Of beft Flour (not 
including the 
♦ '. Summer of 1 796) o 2 2 

Wool from jos. to 12s. per 
ftone. 



Line from izd. to 15&. per 
pound. 



The price of. Milk was fo much advanced in 
thefe years, of which the average Expenditure is 
given, that the quantity ufed in the School coft 
4L per year more, than it did in the year 1794* 

The price of Shoes, Soap, and Candles, had 
advanced fince the year 1786, nearly one- third. 

Till the year 1787, the Children were al- 
lowed Holydays of three complete weeks every 
year j and they then returned to their friends. 
This, allowing the Mafter 9I. for each girl, 6c- 
cafioned a faving of 15I. 17s. 6d. to him, fup- 
pofing, which is not probable, that the fum of 
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*]. Was expended in clothing. The girls 
were alfo allowed to vifit their friends every 
Thursday afternoon, and on thofe days had no 
Supper at the School. This, at the rate of three 
farthings for the Supper of each Girl, and de- 
ducing the three weeks Holydays, was a faying 
of 61. 2S. 6d. annually. 

The only Holydays now allowed, when 
the children are permitted to vifit their 
friends, are the following: The fourth day 
after Chriftmas-Day ; Eafter Eve ; Wednefday 
in E*fter Week ; and the Afternoon of the 
day following each Quarterly Meeting of 
the Ladies Committee. Thofe Girls who 
come from the Country, who have Parents; 
or other decent friends at a diftance, and have 
behaved well, and do not go out at other 
times, are allowed tq return home for one wee If 
at Whitfuntide. 

After the abolition, therefore, of tbe Holy- 
days, formerly allowed, the Mailer muft 
have demanded for the maintenance of 
forty Girls thrqugh the year - - - -382 o f 

They have aftually coft, with the allowance 
of one additional Dinner of butcher's meat 
in the week, and with the increafed price 
of provisions and aU other articles - - 40P 9 o 

The Annual difference , • r • • • ]8 « 
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This difference of expence fells fliort of the 
incrcafc of price in three articles of food 
alone, by 61. ios. ad. for deduding a 
third of the whole butcher's meat, on ac- 
count of the additional meat dinner, there 
(till remains an increafe of price on this 
article, equal to - - - - r - - 

The increafe of price of Flour • • «■ - 

The increafe of price of Milk - - - - 

Total • - H lo * 

The extraordinary price of all other articles, 
and the expence pf the additional Meat Dinner, 
being counter-balanced by the ceconomy of the 
prefcnt plan, is gained to the charity, a*"* would 
have been feved, if the price of provifions and 
other articles had remained the fame,* It 
ought alfo to be obferved, that before the La- 
cues had the fuperintendemje of the School, 
when the children's clothes were found by the 
Mailer and Miftrefs, that excepting theif Sunday 
dra they had no decent clothing i whereas, 
fince that time, they have been conftantiy fup» 
plied with every thing neceffarjr, for cleanlinef* 
and comfort, as well as decency- 

♦ In the above calculation, no notice is taken of the 40I. 1 ?s. W« 
which the extraordinary high price of Corn in the fummer of 
179*1, as already mentioned, coft the Inftitution, and which, m 
fa£, ought $0 have been, dented fro* the average expenses 
pf the three years. 
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From the above ftatement, it is evident 
that the plan of paying all expences immediately 
from the Fund, where the whole is under pro- 
per regulation, is in fad, much more econo- 
mical, as well as.inore beneficial to the children 
in every refpeft. . 

For the benefit of any other' Inftitution, 
■which may wifh to: make the experiment, J 
fubjoin the following particulars : 

The quantity of Beef and Mutton, according 
to the diet table, confumed every week, by 
forty-four perfons— four ftone and a half. 

» *> 

Of Bread Flour, confiftlng of Wheat and Rye 
mixed — fixteen ftone, 

t 

Of fine-Flour, for puddings, pies, and bread 
for Saturdays dinner— five ftone. 

Of fkimmed Milk— two hundred apd. forty* 
dght quarts, 

« 

4 • * 

The Weekly Bills are. all figned by the Lady 
who overlooks the whole of the Expenditure* 

The particulars which, together, amount tp 
$e fum of iol. for each girl, arg as follows ; 
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Clothing, in which is included the average 
expence of Sheets, Towels, and Hoafehold 
.finen of .every kind; the new Clothes 

f of the five Girls admitted every year ;• 
and the extraordinary Clothes allowed for 
five who annually leave the School, di- 
vided by 40 - -------- 1 19 • 

Shoes --- --- 017 a 

Food (3d. and nearly one farthing each, per 

day) ----- - 500 

Salaries, to the Matron, Affiflant Sewing Mif- 

trefs, Reading -and Writing Matter, &c. 1 II 6 

Apothecaries Bill .-------- 020 

Cpals, Soap, Candles, £c. - * » - - o 10 6 

mmmmmmmmmammmm 

Total - - 10 o q 



The Taxes, expence of Repairs, and the 
Jntereft of the Money expended in the Building 
crefted for the reception of the Girls, is not 
eftimated, becaufe thefe expences are not 
^ffefted by the arrangements introduced by the 

JUdies. 

* 

• 'the Wardrobe, of every Girl, whilft flic 
continues in the School, confifts of the follow- 
jing particulars : 



3 Pair of Stockings 

2 Pair of Shoes, 

2 Petticoats, 

2 Shifts, 

j Pair of Stays, 



2 Pockets, 

2 Gowns, 

2 Bedgowns, 

t Blue and White Aprons, 

2 Blue Aprons, 
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* Night Capt, 

* Blue an4 White Handker- 

chiefs, 
J Hats, 

1 Pair of Garten* 
I Day Cap, 



i Band or Sunday Handke* 

chief, 
i Cloak, n 

2 Pocket Handkerchiefs, 
I Pair of Worfted Mitten*, 



In addition to what may be called her Ward* 
robe, each Girl h*s the following articles given 
to her: 



A Pair of Sailors, 
A Thimble, 
A Knitting Sheath, 
A Pincuihlon, 



A Hufwife, 
A Work Box, 
A Work Bag, 
A Comb and Cafe. 



At Eafter flie is flowed to have her Seniors 
ground, or if fairly worn out, to have new 
ones, and a String to them ; a Pincufhion and 
String ; her Hufwife mended, and pew (locked 
with Needles and Thread; her Thimble changed, 
if too little, or if worn out, a new one \ her 
Work Bag repaired and new Strings j a new 
Comb, if neceffary ; a Knitting Sheath ; new 
fct of Knitting Needles ; and an ounce of Pins ; 
whatever (he u£ss more than thefe, muft be 
bought out of her own money. Jja their lei- 
fure hours, many of the older Girls have 
worked ornamental Samplers, the materials for 
which they buy with their own money. 



If the Writer fhould be thought to trifle, in 
"enumerating fuch very minute particulars, let 
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it be remembered that without descending into 
minute detail, a complete idea cannot be given * 
of the order which pervades the whole. And 
if it be taken into the account, infignifi. 
cant as it may feem, that the fecure and ap« 
propriate pofleffion of thefe things, has a ten* 
dency to create an increafed attachment to the 
Inftitution, to improve the happinefs of the 
children, and at the fame time to give them 
more accurate ideas of the facred nature of 
whatever can be denominated perfonal pro* 
perty ;* it will be feen, that the confequences 
refulting even from thefe very minute arrange* 
pients, in refped of their own future conduct 
as Servants, and as Mothers, may eventually, be 
of confiderable importance. 

In the year 1 794, forty Girls, (their ages from 
nine to feventeen years) the Matron, her Affift- 
ant, and the two under Miftreffes, in all forty- 
four perfons, were found in provifions for 3d. 
per head per day, 4I. us. 3d. per year; ac- 
cording to the following Diet Table ; and this 
included the three feaft days, and alfo extraor- 
dmaries for the fick, who are always allowed 



♦ The deftrablenefi of effe£ing this, will appear move evident, 
if it be confidered, that the ideas of the lower dafies* upon this 
fubjeft, are by no means accurate. 
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trhatever the attending Phyflcian qv Apothe* 
cary may order. 

: . THE DIET TABLE. 

DINNER. 

Sunday. — Boiled beef or mutton, with cabbage 
or potatoes. In Summer, fliced lettice, 
with treacle and vinegar. Broth for 
fupper. 

Monday, — Baked fjow puddings, * with York- 
fliire dip. 

Tuespay. — In Winter, pies of mutton, and 
potatoes, or ox cheek ftew. In Summer 
turmenty made of barley and milk. 

Wednesday. — Baked flour, or rice puddings. 

Thursday. — Boiled beef or mutton, with ve- 
getables, as on Sunday, 

Friday. — Count Rumford's foup, or grey peafe 
porridge, made with the broth of the day 
before. 

Saturday.— White bread, (made with yeaft) 
and milk. 

• For the diferdtt Receipts, fee Appendix i£. . 
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BREAKFASTS AND SUPPERS. 

• - - • » „ 

Skimmed milk, with bread. made of wheat and 
rye, raifed with leaven* except on the 
Sunday night, as already mentioned. 

The average quantity of bread confumed by 
each Girl, is about half a pound at each meal, 
but it is not given them by weight, every one 
has as much as fhe can eat ; and has alfo a flice 
of bread at any time of the day, when aiked for* 

From Oflober to May, their milk is alwayi 
boiled for breakfaft, and thickened with oat- 
meal (which cods about is. per week) ; boiled 
milk is found much more nutritive than cold* 

On Chriftmas-Day, Eafter Sunday, and Whit* 
funday, they have roaft beef and plumb pudding. 

No tea, fugar, butter, eggs, or -beer are zU 
lowed* 

The average earnings of the Girls for the laft 
few years has amounted to 120I. annually, the 
particulars of which are as follows : 

£* j. £ £- s. d.\ 

Money earned by fpinning Wool 76 8 ly 

of which fum paid to the Txcafurer 61 8 i£, 

Deducted for Rewards, carriage of 
Wool, Porterage, Poflage of Letters, 

pay of the Wool-Miilrefs and Ma- 
tron's Afliftant ------- 1500 

76 8 ij 



{ SO 

brought forward 76 8 jj 

Quantity of Wool fpua for ©owns, Stock- 
ings* Mittens, and Woolfcy Aprons, 
would have produced in wages - - - 26 U il£ 

Of line fpun for Sheets, Towels, and Linen 
for Wearing Apparel of every fort - - 17 o o 

Total - 120 o o 

The Girls alft> card and fpin what is called the 
Nippins or Wafte Wool, for Petticoats; they 
boil and bleach all the linen ; make and mend 
all their own clothes ) knit all their ftockings 
and mittens ; and quilt their old gowns into 
petticoats. This not only teaches them the 
method of doing thefe things, and accuftoms 
them to habits of oeconomy and order, but 
ought to be reckoned as fo much work done. 
It ihould be obferved, moreover, that in the 
laft ten years, the children have fpun, over and 
above the quantity of wool and line wanted for 
their Annual Clothing, as much more as has 
been fufficient for the clothing of two complete 
years before-hand j* and that the price of the 
materials, and the expence of manufacturing 

* It is neceflary to have this flock before hand, as one fet of 
clothes muft be ready cut out, againft the time when the new onet 
*re delivered; and the materials for the clothes of the folio wing year, 
muft be fpun ready for the weavers to manufacture, and for the 
linen to be received at the Schcol in time for bleaching, in the 
cottrfe of the fumtner. 
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them have been paid for, and incorporated from 
time to time* ih the Annual Expenditure : So 
that the average yearly expence for Clothes, has 
in fad, been nearly one-fifth left than the fum 
which has beta ftatecL 

The Children always give otrer Work at fis 
in the evening, whether their talks be finiflied 
or not, and their .hours of play are never in* 
traded upon* 

The rules of the School, detail the duties of 
the Matron and Affiftants, already enumerated* 
and regulate the occupations of the children, 
their hours of labor, and of play, according to 
the plan defcribed in thefe papers ; and thefe 
rules ate conftantly adhered to, with the greateft 
punctuality, 

• The Writer pmitted to mention in the proper place, tint 
the children are never allowed to borrow any thing of each 
other ; a practice which is extremely common, and always pro- 
ductive of mifchief, even in Schools of a much higher order* 
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02* THE 



FRIENDLY SOCIETY. 



1 



HIS Inftitution, in common with many- 
others, confifts of Honorary and General Mem- 
bers, who contribute equally towards the Fund ; 
but with this peculiarity, that we have alfo a 
fee on d Fund, formed by the contributions of 
the Honorary Members folely, for the difpofal 
of which they are not acccountable to the So- 
ciety at large ; and the object of which, is the 
relief of the Members in any particular ex* 
igence, to which the relief of the firft Fund 
cannpt extend. 



In giving the little Hiftory of this Inftitution* 
I fhall adopt the method already purfued 
in the foregoing account of the Spinning and 
Grey Coat Schools. 
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It has been mentioned that the plan was 
Hot regularly put in execution, till Auguft 
1788 ; an outline of it, however, was drawn 
up and printed in the beginning of that year. * 
The peculiar object of this Inftitution, be* 
ing fufficiently explained in what has already 
been faid upon this fubjeft ; and in the Papet 
inferted in the Appendix already referred to, I 
{hall proceed to give an account of its com* 
inencement. 

At our firft meeting, twenty Ladies prefented 
thdmfelves as Honorary Members: and eight 
young Girls from the Grey Coat, and feven 
from the Spinning School were admitted Ge- 
neral Members, paying 2s. 6d. each for their 
entrance $ Mifs Baines, (now Mrs. Sawyer) 
and myfelf being Stewardeffes. 

The introduction to the firft fet of Rules, 
was drawn up with the view of explaining the 
particular objeft of the Inftitution, and mention 
is alfo there made of the fecond Fund above 
adverted to, formed by the fole contribution of 
the Honorary Members.f 

* See Appendix, No. 19, 
f See Appendix, No zq. 

E 
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General Members, taken from either 
of the Schools, whofe wages amounted to 3I. 
per annum, were to contribute is. 6d. per quar- 
ter ; and thofe whofe wages fell fhort of it* 
1 s. per quarter, till their wages fhould reach 
that fum. The benefits were, a weekly allow- 
ance of four {hillings to every Member confined 
to her bed by ficknefs, two fhillings for flighter 
indifpofitions, and one fhilling per week, if ad- 
mitted into any Hofpital, with the limitation, 
however, in refpeft of all the three payments, 
to the term of fix months at one time. Thefe 
rules alfo provided a reward of five fhillings for 
every Girl who had continued a Member, and 
behaved well, for the fpace of three years ; and 
the fum of twenty fliillings, on the fame terms, 
at the expiration of feven years.* Moreover, 
every Honorary Member had the privilege of 
introducing into the Society, one young wo- 
man who had not been educated in either of the 
Schools. \ 

Our Society fiouriflied in refpect to the accek 
fion of Honorary Members from the very firft, 
beyond our expectation or hope, but we have 
had the mortification from time to time of feeing 
frequent feceflions among our young women 

• Sec Appendix, No. 21. 
I See Appendix, No. 22. 
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owing in fome inftances I believe to bad advifers^ 
in others, to the want of fufficient comprehen- 
lion of mind, to fee the wifdom of relinquilh- 
ing a fmall prefent benefit, for the fake of a 
greater, but more diftant advantage, which, 
when in health, they fuppofe they may never 
want. 

When we dfew up our firft rules, in which 
the rewards of five (hillings, and of twenty {hil- 
lings, were promifed for good condu&, we were 
guilty of an error, which if I miftake not, will be 
found to have been committed at the com- 
mencement of many fuch focieties ; namely, 
that of confidering rather what might be de~ 
Arable, than what the Fund could actually 
allow. We did not confider that the deduction 
of il. 5 s. from the firft feven years contribution 
of each Member, even in cafes whfere 6s. per 
year had been paid from her firft entrance into 
the Society, would, in fad, deduft from her 
.contribution for that period, more than one 
half j* and, that in a cafe where the wages of a 

£ . /. a. 

• Contributions for feven years, at 6s. - 20 

Entrance -.------ -026 



246 
Prefents from the Fund to be deduced -150 
Attual Contribution ------ -019 6 

E 2 
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young troirian during that time tad hot 
rifen to 3L, and consequently her annual 
payments to the fond had been no more than 
4s. j that her a£tual contribution would not 
have amounted to quite iod. ahriually.*' 
Moreover, we found by experience, that the 
making the fum to be contributed, depend on 
the circumftances of higher or lower wages, 
fupplied a temptation to prevarication, and 
fubjefted the Society to impofition. We de- 
termined, therefore, whienever it fhould be ne* 
ceffary, to draw lip a new fet of rules, to feinedy 
thele errors. 

This neceffity occurred in the yeat 1794, 
*vhen it was judged expedient for rendering 
the inftitution permanent, to put it under the 
protedlion of the Act paffed in the 33d year of 
the prefent reign, fir the encouragement and relief 
of Friendly Societies. 

The alterations made in our rules, were at 

follows : 

. £. /. d. 

• Contributions for feven years, at 4s. - 1 8 a 
Entrance .-.------026 

i 10 6 



Prefents from the Fund to be dedufted - 1 5 o 
A&ual Contribution! ------ 056 
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i ft. Inftead of making the fum annually 
contributed to depend on the wages of the 
contributor, we determined that thofe Mem- 
bers who were taken from either of the 
Schools, &Quld not have the privilege of con? 
tributing only 4s. longer, .than the firft twQ 
years of their being in fervice ; and that after 
.that period, xhey fliould contribute js. 6d. per 
quarter, in coqamon w;itji other Members, 
whatever might be jthe amount of their wages. 

adly. That the prefents of 5s. and 30s. ihppld 
be withdrawn, tyxt by way of lbme compenfa- 
tion, and efpecially as many of our Members 
were now marripd,.and ofteti.put to considera- 
ble difficulties during tl>e ,time of Jying.in,* 

* Some of theiatal confequences that frequently happen to poor 
women in this fituation, which a very (mall pecuniary affi (lance 
judicibufly afforded, might preyent ; are Hated by Dr. Ferriar, of 
Manchefter, in the following quotation from his Medical His- 
tories : — " A young couple live very happily, till the woman is 
" confined by her firft lying-in. The ceflation of her employ. 
" ment then produces a deficiency in their income, at a time 
f ' when expences unavoidably increafe. She, therefore, wants 
"many comforts, and even the indigencies nccefTary to 
" her Situation : fhe becomes fickly, droops, and at lafl is laid 
4( up by a fever, or pneumonic complaint : the child dwindles 
f« and frequently dies, fhe hulband, unable to hire a nurfe, 
*' gives up moil of his time to attendance on his wife and child ; 
" his wages are reduced to a trifle ; vexation and want render 

f him 

?3 
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provifion was made for their receiving ios* from 
the fund at that time, on application to the 
Stewardefles. 

3dly. The weekly pay, if admitted into any 
hofpital was augmented to is. 6d. And 

4thly* The Honorary Members had the ad- 
ditional privilege of recommending, each one 
Member every year, to the Society. 

In other refpe&s, the contributions *nd be* 
nefits, remained as they were originally. 

Neither in our firft, nor in our fecond fet 
of rules, have we made any allowance for 
Funerals, according to the ufual pra&ice of fuch 
Societies ; for it appeared to us, of % much 
greater moment, to provide for the exigencies 

" him at laft difeafed ; and the whole family fometimes pe- 
" rimes, from the Want of a fmall timely fupply, which their 
"future induftry would have amply repaid to the public." 
Dr. Ferriar goes on to fay, " If fuch mifery occurs even when 
" the mailer of the family is induftrious and fober, it is eafy to 
" imagine the diftrefs of thofe unfortunate creatures, who depend 
"ona brutal debauchee. The injuries which defencelefs wo- 
" men undergo in thofe Situations, are too terrible for defcription : 
" I have met with many inftances of incurable difeafes, occa- 
"fioned by kicks or blows from the hufband, in his paroxyfms 
"ofdrunkennefs." F err iar y s Medical Inquiries, PoL II page 207. 
This laft quotation, although not quite in point, yet being not 
altogether befide fome of the objects of this little work, I could 
not refift the defirc of inferting it here. 
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of tbe living, than to make provifion for the 
interment of the dead. I have however, been 
fince convinced, that in this decifion, we did 
not fufficiently take into confutation, the 
feelings and prejudices of that dais, for whofe - 
ufe fuch Societies are particularly eftabhfhed • 
and I am not certain, whether independent of 
thefe fome provifion fhould not be made for 
the expence of Funerals, even on the very 
principles of the inftitutions themfelyes. In a 
a fubfequent chapter I mean more fully to con- 
fider this fubjeft. 

I have already mentioned, that the allowance 
of ten {hillings to a Member when lying-in, 
W as not only fuggefted by the diftrefs to which 
poor Married Women in fuch circumftances are 
frequently reduced, but that it was likewife in. 
tended as a compenfation for having withdrawn 
the rewards for good behaviour, promifed in the 
firft fet of rules- This, however, is a compen- 
fation to the Married Women only, and con- 
fequently, being unequal in its operation, is a 
defed in our prefent rules. • 

In order to attach the young Women more 
generally to the inftitution, it was thought ex- 
pedient in the year 1794, to militate a Procef- 
fion, which mould take place on the 15 th of 
May, once in two years, when the whole Society, 
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Honorary as well as General Members, {houkj 
attend Divine Service at the Cathedral in this 
City, diftinguifhed by a green Ribband placed 
in their hats, and afterwards be regaled witU 
T^a and Cake, in a room engaged for the pur- 
pofc j the whole expence to be paid by the Ho- 
norary Members, from their private Fund, 
The Children belonging the two Schools, and 
their Miftreffes, alfo attend upon this occafion ? 
and follow in proceffion. 



NUMBER OF MEMBERS SINCE THE COMMENCE* 
MENT OF THE INSTITUTION. 



1 



Honorary Members - 56 

Loft by Death - - - 3 

Total fince the com- 
mencement of the In- 

ftitution - - • - 59 

Remain 56 



General Members 
Seceded - - 
Dead - - - 
DifmiiTed - - 

Total admitted 



Prefent Members of the Society— 158, 



102 

6 
9 

180 



Remain 10$ 



STEWARDESS FOR THE MONEY SUBSCRIBED FOE, 
THE BENEFIT OF THE GREY COAT GIRLS 
AND SPINNING GIRLS, 

From June 1786, to Auguft, 1788— Mrs, 
Salmond, 



* 1 
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STEWARDESSES, AFTER THE SOCIETY ASSUMED 

ITS PRESENT FORM ; 

From Auguft 1788, to May 1794 — Mrs. 
Cappe, Mils Baines. 

From May 1794, to May 1796— Mrs* CappC| 
Mils Hafell. 

From 1 796, to 1 797 — Mifi Hafell, Mrs, Dr* 
Withers. 

From j 797, to 1798 — MUs Hafell, Mrs« 
Withers, 

From 1798, to 1799— > Mrs. Withers, Mife J« 
Jountayne. 

1 799— MUs J. Fountayne, Mrs. Gray : 



The following is a Statement of the fever al Sums 

Received and Expended in the General 

Fund, from Auguft 1788 to November 
1799. 
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Total Received* 

£. s. </. 

By General 

Members 161 48 
By Honorary 

Members 132 12 o 

Interefton die 
above* . . 33 71 



Total Expended. VAEtualfavinfr 

£. j, d.\ £. j.d. 

Sick allowance 63 5 o 

Lyings-in. . 8 10 6 

Preients ... 6 22 

Rent & Clerk 19 93 

Contingencies 13 13 6 



*•■* 



m rr 



327 3 9 



116 05 



■■v 



»u 3.4 



STATEMENT of the FUND ^ /£* SOCIETY, 



Laid out in Stock. Amount of Stock. 

£• !• d. £• +*• dm 



Cajh. 

£• *• J* 



1794 - - 67 2 


6 - - - 100 










I796 - - 5I O 


- - - 75 










1797 - - 27 O 


-. • - 50 










I798 - - 24 5 


50 










1799 - - 26 II 


3 - " 5o 








'5 4 7 


rotal 195 18 


9 3 2 S 








Total 15 4 7 



BELONGING to the GENERAL FUND, 

At the clofe of the Tear 1799. 



In the Three per Cent. Confolt . 
In Ca(h 



£» /. dm 

325 6 O 

15 4 7 
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It ought to be obferved, that according to the 
jnrefent rules^ the rewards for good condufl: being 
difcontinued, the money which has been fo ex- 
pended fhould not be reckoned in an eftinute that 
merely refpe&s the future. Subtra&ing therefore 
the fum of 61. 2s. 2d. the amount of the rewards, 
from 1 1 61. os. 5d. the(fum expended) the remain- 
der, 1 09I. ,1 8s. 3d. bears very little more than the 
proportion of one third to the fum received. We 
muft expeft indeed that the claims on the Fund 
for Lyings-in, will increafe, and that as the Mem- 
bers advance in years, the Claimants Qn the Sick 
Lift will alfo increafe, yet, as there will every 
year be an acceffion of young Members to our 
Society who will equally contribute their fhare, 
• and whofe deman4s upon the Fund for fome 
time will probably be fmall; I apprehend that 
the difference in our expences, compared. witfy 
our numbers, between the earlier and later 
.periods of the Inftitution, will not be fo confide- 
rable, as where, from the firft, the number is 
limited, and confifts of Perfons who have al- 
ready attained to years of maturity. It ought 
alfo to be taken into the account that the fum 
now. in the Funds, will annually bring, in fu- 
ture, 9I. 15s. od. intereft, which is more than 
equal to the annual contribution of thirty-two 
additional Honorary Members. 






ON THE 

PROPOSED 

Alterations of the Rules, 

INTERSPERSED 

WITH GENERAL REMARKS 

ON 

SIMILAR INSTITUTIONS. 



JL WO defeats in our prefent Rules have been 
already noticed, namely, the want of an* allow- 
ance for funerals, and of fome compenfation to 
the unmarried Members, for the greater ad- 
vantages extended to thofe who are married- 
I go on to flate fome other defe&s, which e£ 
caped us when the laft Rules were drawn 
up, and fome, that at the time w r ere feen t 
but which, left the Fund fhould be unequal 
to the increased demand, we did not then dare 
to re&ify. 
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But before doing this, I would beg leave to 
obviate any objection againft a fecond alteration, 
arifing from the apparent want of liability it 
may give to our Laws, by obferving ; that, 
until a&ual experience has fupplied fufficient 
data on which to make calculations, more accu- 
rate than thofe on which either our own So- 
ciety, or any other which I have yet feen, is 
founded, it will be impoflible, unlefs alterations 
be fometimes made, evet to bring fuch Inftitu- 
tions to much perfection* I admit however, 
that alterations fhould not be made lightly, not 
until the fubje&s to which they relate, have 
been duly weighed. 

It has been ftated that our original plan had 
principally in view the patronage and benefit 
of the Girls educated in the Spinning and Grey 
Coat Schools. However, when the firft Rules 
.were drawn up, the original promoters having 
been joined by many other Ladies, fome of 
whom had not been particularly connected with 
thefe Schools, it was thought right that every 
Honorary Member fhould have the privilege of 
introducing into the Society, one young Woman 
not taken from thefe Schools. This privilege, 
fo equitable in itfelf, was not likely to produce 
any effects that fhould alter the plan of the In- 
stitution ; but when the Rules were altered in 
1794, it was inadvertently extended to the 
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power of recommending one fuch Member 
every year, the confequence of which would 
be* if every Honorary Member (hould avail her- 
felf of it, that the number of Girls admitted, 
who had not been educated in either of the 
Schools, would be more than four times the 
number annually taken from them j and con- 
sequently, either from its numbers the Society 
would at length be quite unmanageable, or, no 
more, even from the Schools, could be admitted 
into it* 

We were led into this error, from a defire of 
extending the benefits of our inftitution as wide- 
ly as poffible ; not reflecting, that this end had 
been better attained by promoting feparate 
Friendly Societies, into which every healthy 
young Woman, of good character, within a 
certain diftrict, might be admitted. 

Again, inftead of holding out the profpect of 
exemption from any further contribution to the 
Fund, after a Member has continued fuch for 
forty years, as we have done in our 19th rule, 
it had been better to have propofed that an an- 
nuity fhould take place at that period. Till 
fome prpvifion is made by fuch Inftitutions for 
granting relief in old age, highly beneficial 
as they now are, they do not completely accom- 



plifh the objeft at which they aim, namely, that 
of precluding the neceffity of parifh affiftance, 
in all ordinary cafes. Provifion for this, has 
been made in fome of the Clubs among the 
Men, particularly at Sunbury, in Middlefex, 
under the patronage of the worthy Vicar of 
that place, who has accompanied the printed 
account of the feveral particulars, with an ex- 
cellent Difcourfe on the principles, temper, and 
duties of Chriftians, and with a Difiertation no 
lefs excellent, on the ftate of the poor, and the 
means of improving it.* 

Amoftg the proje&ed improvementsin the rules 
of our Society, that of annuities in old age, holds 
a diftinguifhed place* The writer of thefe pa* 
pers, in common with fome others, who have 
carefully confidered the fubjeft, made an effort 
fome months ago to introduce thefe improve- 
ments ; but as their propofals were negatived 
in the Committee, they did not bring them for- 
ward to be voted for by the Society at large. As, 
however, I am perfuaded, that thofe by whom 
our propofals were negatived, as well as our- 
felves, have the good of the Society at heart, 
I (hall here ftate what the principal of thefe 
propofals were j believing that at fome future 

• Sec Religious and Philantrophic Tracb, by James Cowe, 
M. A. Vicar of Sunbury, Mtddlefex. Printed for J. Robfon, 
New-Bond-ftreet, and E. Rivington, St. Paul's Church-yard. 
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time, wnen their utility is feen, they will bft 
adopted ; and alfo with the hope, that by this 
means fome hints may be taken, which may be 
of ufe in fimilar Inftitutions. 

Our expences hiving hithertd very little 
exceeded one-third of the Contributions, we 
propofed, in the firft place, the following altera- 
tion of the i ith Rule, * 

That the Weekly Allowance of is. whether 
paid from the firft, or commencing after the 
time allowed for the Weekly Contribution of 
4s. might be prolonged for the term of eighteen 
months ; and that, a power fliould be lodged in 
the Committee, to prolong the allowance even 
beyond that period in cafes of peculiar diftrefs, 
provided the ftate of the Fund at that time 
fliould admit of fuch prolongation. That the 
claufe, prohibiting further affiftance for the fpace 
of one twelvemonth, after* paymeht of the 
greater or leffer allowance for the length of time 
promifed in that Rule, fhould be expunged* 

In the fecond place, that an allowance fhould 
be made for Funerals, and on this fubjecfc 
two Schemes were propofed for confideration. 

* See a copy of the prefent Rules in which thefe alterations 
were p'opofed, Appendix, No. 23., 

F 
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The firft, that the Aim allowed fhould beaf 
proportion to the number of years which the 
deceafed had been a Member, according to the 
following Scale.* 

On having been a Member £ years - 0106 

■'*■ du ■ • ' •' ' 10 yea!* - 1 1 o 

1 15 years «* 1 11 6 

' 20 years - z 2 o 

1 25 years - 212 6 

30 years -330 

* — ' ■ ' ' 35 y ears - 3 13 6 

40 years -440 



fey the eftablifhment of this gradation, the 
friends of every Member who had been fuch for 
five years, would on her deceafe receive about 
one-third of the whole, which fuch Member 
had contributed ; and thus they would all be 
equal, in refpeft of the^only event which is not 
contingent, and to which, all are alike fubjedt. 

♦It has always (truck me, as a mamfeft injuftice, that the friends 
of a Member who may have contributed to the Fund, only 
one year, mould receive, on her death, the fame, as if fte had 
been a Member thirty or forty years. If it be objected, that on 
this plan a Member muft have been fuch for the fpace of fifteen 
years, before her friends would receive a fum fafficient to 
defray the expences of her funeral, let it be anfwered, that in 
all iimilar Societies, in which the fum paid on thefe occasions is 
.fufficient from the firft for this purpofe, the reft of the Members 1 
are called upon for an additional fubfcription. In an Inftitution 
of this kind among the Men in this City, called the Union 
Society, where one milling is paid by every Member toward* 
a Funeral ; the average yearly addition to the fubfcription, k 
about fix (hillings — it confifts of 300 Members. 
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This arrangement, however, I would propofe, 
fhould be fubjed to the following exception : 
That the fum a deceafed Member may have 
received previous to her death in the way of an- 
nuity, to the amount of si. 1 2s. 6d. fhall be 
deduded from the fum of 4I. 4s. to which her 
friends would otherwife have been be entitled J 
but, that whatever fum may have been received 
in annuity, the friends fhall always have a claim 
upon the Fund for iL us. 6d. for the purpofe 
of the Funeral. 



Second Schema. 
That oh the death of a Member, who 
has been fueh for two years, the fum of two 
guineas fhould be paid to the neareft furviving 
relatives, and that every Member who has 
be£n fuch for that time, fhould contribute 
her quota towards replenifhing the Fund, in 
proportion to the number of fuch Members, of 
which the Society fhould at that time confift. 

Thus, 6d. each, when the number of Mem- 
bers who have been in the Society two years, 
amounts to eighty-four, $d. when it amounts 
to one hundred and one,and fo on, according to 
the following table. The furplus above the fum of 
2I. 2s. in the intermediate fteps, to be thrown 

into the Fund. 

Fa 
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Scale of Contribution to raifc al. zsj 
for Funerals, bearing proportion to the num- 
ber of Members : 



84 at od. 220 
101 at 5<i. 220 



£. /. d. 

1 26 at 4<1. 220 
168 at 3d. 220 



252 at 2d. 220 
504 at 1 d. 220 



e. 



Third Proposal. 

That inftead of the words " over and afcove 
all the benefits arifing from this Inftitution," 
in the 18th Rule, be fubftituted, for the fake 
of greater precifion, and if fuch Member Jhould 
continue HI, on the expiration of one month after 
delivery, jhe jhall be entitled to the fame Weekly At- 
lowanee as in any other illnefs. 



4ta 



Fourth Proposal. 

That In future, the Honorary Members fliould 
each have the privilege of introducing into the 
Society one young woman and no more, not 
educated in either of the Schools, according ta 
the law eftablifhed by the firft fet of rules. 



Fifth Proposal. 

That a certain fum be fet apart and fuffered 
to accumulate for annuities to Members who 
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(ball have been fuch for the fpace of forty 
years. * 

If the fecond Scheme were adopted of allow- 
ing 2I. 2s. for Funerals, (the Members contri- 
buting towards the expence in the proportion 
propofed) there would be no deduction what- 
ever from the Fund on that account : if the 
firft, which I fhould rather recommend, the 
deduftion would ftill fall confiderably fhort of 
one of the two remaining thirds of the money 
received, inafmuch as the friends of thofe only, 
who happened to die exactly at the feveral 



* It has been objected, that as fome who have entered very 
young, might ftill, at the expiration of that term, be able to 
work, it would be better to fix a particular age for the com- 
mencement of annuities — 60 for inftance. Ih anfwcr, I would 
fay, that the more equal the proportion which the advantages arif- 
ing from fuch a Society can be made to bear, to the money paid in- 
to the Fund by each individual, the more perfect the Inftitution. 
Let it alfo be confidered, that were the annuities to be regulated 
by the age of the individual, ftill, whatever period fhould be 
fixed upon, as the infirmities under which th?y are meant to 
give fupport, are extremely varied, both as to the period of their 
commencement, and as to the degree in which they arc felt, 
fome perfons being more able to maintain themfelvesat 70, than, 
others at 55 ; the pbjefltion arifing from the different exigences 
of the perfons who would be entitled to this benefit, remains 
equally unremoved on either plan. But thefe inequalities are 
no other than what muft always refult from general Laws, of 
the great utility of which upon the whole, notwithftanding thefe 
partial inequalities,. no doubt can be entertained. 

F 3 
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periods when the afcending fcale is in^reafed, 
would receive in that proportion. More thau 
one-third, therefore, of the money contributed, 
would ftill remain to meet the increafed ex- 
pence arifing from the proppfal of prolpnging 
the Weekly Benefits beyond their prefent term, 
and the contingence of greater demands on ac- 
count of ficknefs, at a more advanced period of 
the Inftitution, 

To obviate, however, intirely any objection 
to the fetting afide an appropriate fum for an- 
nuities, arifing from the poffibility that what 
fihould remain might be unequal to the demands 
of the fick, a power fliould tie lodged in the 
Committee, in cafe of any extraordinary emer- 
gence, to take fuch portion of the fum fo fet 
apart, as at the time might be wanted. 

In refpeft tp the annuity to be allowed each in- 
dividual,! do not fee thepoflibilityof ourforming 
any calculations at prefent, which can attain 
to any thing like certainty,* and therefore no- 
thing fpecific flxould be held put by the Rules;. 



tin Societies where the number of Members is determinate, 
(which when they can be foconftituted, is always defirable) per- 
haps this may be practicable when experience (hall have fupplied 
fufficient data on which to calculate the probabilities pf furvi- 
yorfhip. 
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Suppofe the annuities were to begin with 
twenty flrilKngs, and could be encreafed in % 
regular Scale, thus, 

Members of 40 years (landing • 1 9 o 

•— — -of 45 years . • . . 1 10 o 

■ ■ 1 1 of 50 years . . . f ? o o 

Subjeft, however, to the following regula* 
lation : That whatever fum or fums fuch Mem- 
ber might formerly have received, during ly- 
ing-in, fljould be deduced front the annuity, to 
which file would otherwife h^ye beeu entitled. 
Thus, if fhe have received 1 o$, twice, ^nd the 
allowance were to begin with 2 pa. then her an- 
nuity would pot commence till fjie had been a 
Member 41 years, and fo on in proportion. A 
regulation like this, would do a good deal 
towards putting the Single Women on an equal 
footing with the Married ones, would be a * 
'confiderable faving to the Annuity Fund, and 
would operate as a check upon the Married 
Members, to prevent their applying for the 10s. 
allowance, except in cafes of real neceflity. The 
deduftions from the fum to be given at Funerals, 
to which the friends of an annuitant, would 
otherwife have been entitled, has been already 
mentioned. 

It has been fuggefted, that annuities fliould 
bg granted for life, in cafe Qf bljndnefs or pre-v 
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njanent lamensfs, at whatever period the ca«> 
lamity might take place. But I think it will be 
feen, upon due confideration, that Inftitutions 
like thcfe, however adequate to provide againft 
ordinary calamities, can never extend to extra- 
ordinary ones, neither does the principle on 
which they are founded, require it . For, were 
it to happen, thaty^ra/fuch inftances occurred, 
the Fund would be ruined ; were they very 
rare, then the other obje<9tion applies, namely, 
that what would contribute to the comfort arid 
happinefs of many, (the propofed annuity in 
old age for inftance) ought not be facrificed for 
the fake of a very few. If any fuch inftances 
fliould occur in our Society, they would be 
proper obje&s of the Second, or Private Fund* 




*— «H 



ON 

THE STATE OF 

THE SECOND FUND, 

of ITS 

USE AND APPROPRIATION. 

T£* /. </. £. /. d. 
he fum total received into this 

Fund, fince the commencement 

of the Inftitution in 1788 - - 151 15 10 

^Expended, in Donations to Mem- 
bers under particular diftrefs, to 

which the General Fund could 

not apply ; in Expences on Pro- 

ceffion Qays ; in Donations 

towards Funerals; and in fub- 

fcribing to the County Hofpital 

and City Difpenfary for the ufe 

of fick Members - - - - • - 5* 8 8* 
In the rewards of 5s. and 20s. pro- 

mifed by the firft Rules, to thofe •*» _. 

Members, who having entered 

the Society in expectation of 

them, might have conceived 

themfelves injured if they had 

not been given* -----24120 

S3 o 8* 



In the Bank ------- 68 15 z\ 



This expence will not occur again, 



fc». 
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Hitherto, the money given from this Fund, 
has not been fubjeft to any regular plan . Whea 
an Honorary Member mentions a particular 
cafe to the Committee, alfo the fum ihe deems 
adequate to the emergence; the queftion of 
what {hould be given, is put to the vote, and 
decided by a majority. In future, pejrhapsit would 
be defirat)le to draw up a few Rules, or genera} 
outline, for the ufe of the Committee, fubject, 
however, to fuch regulations and deviations, aq 
{hould at any ti me fee m expedient to the majority, 

Were this plan adopted, I would propofe, 

Firft, That any Member in neceffifous ciiv 
cumftances, affii&ed by blindnefs, or permanent 
lamenefs, (hould from time to time receive fuel} 
Donations as fhould be approved of by a ma- 
jority of the Committee* ■* 

That on the long illnefs, or death of a Huf- 
band, or Parent, whom the Member may have 
affifted in fupporting, fuch aid may be afforded* 
as neceffity may require, and the {late Qf the 
Fund allow. 

That fo many ba&ets of Child-Bed Lineo 
feould be prepared, as would be required to 
furnifh every Member who might apply for 
thim, with neceflaries for herfelf and infant for 
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the fpacc of one month. The fevcral articles to 
be returned clean to the Ste war defies, or to 
fome others of the Committee who might take 
this office upon themfelves, at the expiration 
of that time. 

That the friends of every Member, dying be* 
fore the period when the allowance for Fu* 
aerals from the General Fund, amounts to one 
guinea, {hould receive ios. 6d. from this Fund* 

The: importance of a Second Fund, formed 
by the contributions of Honorary Members 
folely, is fo obvious, that much needs not to be 
added in its favor, Indeed, without fuch an 
appendage, thefe Inftitutions can never fully ac* 
complifh the objefts at which they aim* If 
perfons in moderate circtimftances, fuch as 
Farmers, lefler Shop-keepers, &c. as well as the 
the more affluent, would join their poorer neigh- 
bours in fuch k;ind of affociations, they would 
find it anfwer to them even in a pecuniary way j 
for the expence of fo doing would fall far fhort 
pf what they are now obliged to pay, as the 
poor-rates would decreafe,* in proportion to 
(he increafe of thefe Societies. 

• This has actually happened at Sunbary, in Eflex, where* 
however, the Society is more expenfive to the Members, and 
does not embrace fo many objedls, as if it were formed upon 
the plan which I would here beg leave to recommend. *-Sa 
fkilantrafbic Trafls, already mentioned, page 68. 



A 
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Moreover, Inftitutions of this kind, thus con- 
stituted, would be highly favourable in their 
moral influences upon all the parties concerned. 
The poor might by this means be relieved, 
without being too much degraded ;* they 
would know that they have a character to lofe, 
and they would feel more gratitude, for affift- 
ance voluntarily bellowed, than for an equal 
provifion to which the law of their country 
entitles them. The affluent, or perfons in more 
cafy circumftances, by becoming better ac- 
quainted with the real wants of extreme indi- 
gence, would have their benevolent affeftions 
more powerfully engaged; a more friendly 
intercourfe would be kept up among the dif- 
ferent ranks in fociety, and by means of a 
private Fund, the donations from which fhould 
fce in fojpe meafure difcretionary, the Honorary 
Members might always have great influence 
over the others, which, if wifely and kindly 
Bfed, would be highly conducive to the interefts 
of virtue in all. 

• The writings pf the benevolent Count Rumford, and of 
feme others, have, I think, lhewn clearly, that much of the 
wretchednefs, and many of the vices of the lower claries in mod 
of the civilized Countries in Europe, may be attributed to theij 
extreme degradation. Speaking of the (late of Morals in Pen- 
fjrlvania, the Duke de Liancourt fays, " Criminal offences are 
** rare, fome thefts excepted, which are generally committed by 
people lately arrived from Europe, brought up in ignorance 
and penury, and whofe morals generally improve as they 
acquire a fmail property of their own." Travels in North 
America, by the Duke de la Rouchtfoucault Liancourt f page 6l. 



«r 



«c 
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If induftry, honefty, fobriety, and chaftity, it* 
both fcxes were uniformly patronized in thefe 
Societies, and every Member notorioufly of- 
fending in any of thefe particulars, were ex* 
pelled from them, begging, or application for 
parifh relief would feldom be reforted to, but 
in cafes were all fenfe of fliame is deftroyed ; 
and fuch perfons would be very proper inmates 
of work-houfes : Having (hewn that they were 
incapable of conducting themfelves, it would be 
kind, as well as wife, that thofe who maintain, 
fliould alfo have fome authority over them. 

I do not fee why Honorary Members, al- 
though not originally intending to reap any 1 
pecuniary advantage, fliould not in cafe of re- 
verfe of fortune be intitled to relief as well as 
others ; and if they have been fuch for many 
years, it would be but juft that their allowance 
in ficknefs and old age fliould be proportionably 
greater. Ceafing, however, to be Honorary 
Members, and no longer contributing towards 
the Second Fund, they could not in that cafe 
have a vote in the difpofal of it. 

Should the queftion be a{ked, why the writer 
of thefe papers, in common with fome other 
Ladies who agree with her on the fubjeft, have 
been fo anxious to bring forward the queftion 
of Annuities at prefent, when it is admitted 
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that a tnore accurate judgment might be formed 
of what the Fund could allow fome years 
hence ? Let it be anfwered, that as they will 
probably all of them, be removed from the pre- 
fent fcene, long before the period when it is 
propofed that Annuities fhould take place^ 
they have wifhed, whilft it was yet in their 
power, not only to imprefe others with their 
views of the importance of affording this 
relief, but moreover, to take fuch fteps, as 
fhould hereafter enfure the trial being made* 
The very fudden and lamented death of one of 
their coadjutors already mentioned, younger, 
and apparently more likely to furvive than 
themfelves, has not leiTened this wifh, and they 
do not fee a reafon, fo long as any fpecific fum 
is not promifed, why this alteration in the Rules 
of the Society, together with fome others that 
have been propofed^ fhould be longer delayed. 
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INCE thefe Papers were written, 1 have been informed of 
the following particulars of a Female Friendly Society, or 
Benefit Club in this City, confiding of Fifty very poor Wo- 
men, which has been inftituted 30 years* The fubfcriptioa 
is is. per Month, and is. on the Death of every Member. 
The allowance in Sicknefs, originally was 5s. per Wcefc^ 
but now, on account of the deficiency of the Fund, it is 
reduced to 3s. Frequently the Boxhas been (hut up in order 
that the Fund might be replenished, and during that time* 
do Member could have any relief, whatever might be hes 
diftrefs* They have, however, conflantty allowed 2I. otf 
the death of a Member, for the Funeral, and 3I. the fol- 
lowing week to her next neareft Relatives ; and the Rules 
particularly order, that a Velvet Pall (hall be held over the 
Coffin. The Society alfo allows 2I. on the deceafe of the 
Huiband of every Member. 4 

A great calamity has juft befallen thefe poor Women. 
The Landlord of a Public >Houfe where they had affemMed 
aiany years, to pay their fubferiptions, and where the box 
was kept, prevailed upon them, at different times, to lend 
him the Aim of 8ol. being nearly the whole of their little 
Fund, a friend being bound with him for the payment* 
In the courfe of the laft week, this man is become infol- 
vent, and his Bonds- Man is dead. They have employed 
an Attorney, to apply to the Executors of the deceafed 
Bonds-Man, but it is to be feared, they will lofe a confi- 
derable jrnrt of their property, if they do not lofe the whole/ 
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The poor Woman who gave me this account, is novf 
abdve 50 years of age ; (he was early left a Widow with 
four young Children, whom (he has fupported by her own 
efforts, principally by keeping a common mangle. Her 
Daughters are grown up, her two Sons are apprentices, 
and (he is (till obliged to fupply them with clothes, and to 
wafli for them. She has been a Member fixteen year*, 
during which time (he has never taken any thing from the 
box ; and (he told me, that (he had often depofited her* 
Hulling there?, when fhc had not another in the world. 

It is evident, from this little narrative, that there are 
many, even in the lowed (rations, who would prefer being 
fupported by their own exertions, however painfal or la- 
borious, to parifli relief. 

It appears alfo, that to fecure the means of a decent 
Funeral, is confidered by them as an objeft of the fir ft im- 
portance. My readers will (mile at the mention of thtf 
Velvet Pall ; but is not the principle on which it is' 
founded, inherent in human-nature ? Has not the love of 
fame, led other minds, in other circumftances, to the at- 
chievement of what have been called, often (alfely indeed, 
the greateft aftions ? And would it not be wifer to aim at 
the proper regulation of this principle, than to attempt the 
extirpation oi it ?* 

I would obferve, in the lad place, the great importance 
of Honorary Members to the profperity of thefe little 
Societies. Is it not exceedingly to be regretted, that the 
praife worthy efforts of thefe poor Women, the tar greater* 
part of whom are now much advanced in years, (hould, 
at laft have proved abortive, merely from the want of 
fuch patronage ? 

• We have lately had great reafon to believe, that one principal 
caufe of the frequent fcccJfioni from our Society, it the want of am 
allowance for Funerals. 
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£AI*EllS respecting the SPINNING SCHOOL. 



Donations to a Fund, for teaching the Girls employed in 
the Hemp ManufaBory to HEAD, Offoier, 1782. 



£. 
Rev. Mr. Lindfey, 

London - -2 
Mrs. Eamonfon, 

Berwick - - 
Rev . Mr .Richardfon 
Mr, Gray - - 
Mr Greame - - 
Mr. Bulmer - - 



I 
1 
1 
1 
1 



d. 



o 
o 
o 
o 




770 



x»« s» d* 

Brought over - 7 7 G 

Mr. Haxby - - i 1 o 

Rev. Mr. Cappe o id 6 

Mrs. Anne Morritt o 10 6 

Mr. Mortimer - 010 6 

Mrs. Thompfon - o 10 6 

Anonymous - - o 10 6 
Mifs Hopwood -050 
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No. 2. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE FIRST PRINTED ANNUAL 

ACCOUNT OF THE SPINNING SCHOOL, 

At the clo/e of the Year 1785. 

It is well known that the objeft of this In- 
ftitution* is to offer the means of an induf- 
trious and virtuous education to the children 
of fuch poor parents as are themfelves unable 
to attend to them, and cannot afford the ex- 

G 
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pence of having them taught by others ; fiich 
as the children of mothers toho go out to 
wafh, &c. which in this City is the occupation 
of the greater part of the lower claffes. 

Should it be obje&ed, that if the children of 
the poor are better taught and educated, 
they will become fo afpiring, that toe fhall 
have no lower fcrvants ; it may be afked, 
fliould we be worfe ferved if our domeftics 
were fober, induftrious, honeft, and obedient, 
the ends at which this Inftitution aims ; 
and which would be the efte&s of minds 
rightly dire&ed, and of virtuous habits early 
formed ? And again, although it is allowed that, 
great acquirements would miflead and unfit 
thefe children for their ftation, yet are they 
Iefo Kkely to fill it reputably and contentedly 
for being taught to make ind mend their 
Clothes, to knit their own Stockings, and to 
Spin when they have leifure from other employ, 
ments ?-— At this time of day it will hardly be 
urged as an objedtion, that they are taught to 
read. 

The Managers of this Charity having had 
the plan to form, have been obliged from time 
to time to make feveral alterations in it, they 
are fenfible that it is Hill capable of many im- 
provements, and they will be very thankful 
to any one who will fuggeft any Fuch to them. 
They are fully convinced that fome Inftitution 
of this kind is much wanted in this City, where 
great numbers of the children of the poor are 
in a wretched date. 

The Ladies who have conduced this 
Charity, think themfelves much obliged by the 
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confidence which the fubferibers at large have 
r epofed in them . The money already contribut- 
ed, has been faithfully applied according to the 
beft of their knowledge and abilities ; and if the 
utility of the plan fliould bear any proportion to 
their hopes and endeavours, they cannot doubt 
that the fame fpirit of benevolence which has al- 
ready operated in its favor, wiH ftill further ex- 
tend its influence, fo as to give ftrength and (la- 
bility to what is now but an infant Inftitution# 
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SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE SPINNING SCHOOL, 
At the clofe of the Year 1789* 

TpE Spinning School at York took its rife 
from circumftances merely local. All the par- 
ticulars of its progrefs it would be ufelefs to 
enumerate. It did not affume its prefent form 
till the fummer of 1785* The leading objeft 
of the inftitution is to excite a fpirit of virtuous 
induftry among the children of the poor, for 
if idlenefs and want of principle are the great 
fources of their poverty and wretchednefs, 
fuch efforts as are direfted to preclude or correft 
thefe evils, are the kindeft and beft ferviccs 
that can be done them. 

The Sunday Schools eftablifhed in fo many 
parts of the kingdom, will, it is hoped, dofome- 
thing towards a reformation of manners ; and 
in Manufafturing Countries they may be very 
extenfively ufeful. But in a City like York, 

Q 2 
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where the children of the poor are idle all the 
week, the mothers being chiefly employed in 
wafhing or as char-women, they are by no 
means adequate to the whole of the evil which 
fuch Schools are intended to prevent or cure. 

Encouraged by the fuccefs of the Spinning 
School, the Ladies who at fir ft proje&ed and who 
ftill fuperintend that Inftitution, about three years 
ago added to it a Knitting. School, for the re- 
ception of children who are too young to be 
received into the othe*. This Inftitution is 
founded upon fimilar principles, and as far as it 
extends is found to ahfwer equally well. 

The Children afe affembled regularly twice 
every Sunday at the Spinning School, and from 
thence attend fuch places of Public Worfhip 
as their r'jfpective parents or other friends mdft 
approve, and afterwards at the School they have 
fuch religious inftruttion given them by Ladies, 
who attend the School for that purpofe, as is 
judged moft likely to excite in their young minds 
an early love of virtue. 

The Ladies, in fome few inftances, have paid 
for the board arid lodging of the Children of 
.Parents who have either wholly abandoned 
them, or whofe notorious profligacy, if they 
had been left fubject to their influence, muft 
have terminated in their total ruin. To this 
they have been led by confiderations fimilar to 
thofe which have induced many worthy cha- 
racters in different parts of the Ifland, to af- 
fociate themfelves for the Reformation and 
Improvement of Manners; and they have al- 
ready the fatisfa&ion of feeing feveral young 
perfons placed as fervants in creditable families. 
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and likely to become ufeful members of fociety, 
who, without fuch patronage, muft have fallen 
an early facrifice to vice and infamy. 

The expence hitherto incurred in each School, 
as well as the number of children taught in them, 
will appear from the Reports printed annually. 
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No. 4. 



CLOTHES ALLOWED TO THE SPINNING GIRLS, 
IN PROPORTION TO THEIR LABOR. 



Spinner* *from four to fix 
Hankt per day. 



A fluff Gown 

Two linen Bedgowns 

Two Shifts 

Two pair of Shoes 

Two checked Hand- 
kerchiefs 

Two blue Aprons 

A ftraw Hat 

Two pair of Stockings 

Three ounces of 
Worded 

Shoes mended twice 



Six Hanks, 



TO ADDITION. 

t 

A checked 
Apron 



Seven Hanks. 



ADDITIONAL. 

A Cap 

A coloured 

Shawl 
A pair of 

Pattens 



Eight Hanks* 



ADDITIONAL. 

AgreenRib- 

band 

round the 

Hat 
A pair of 

worfted 

Mittens 



Spinners often Hanks, 

ADDITIONAL. 

A better Shawl 
A wolfey Petticoat 
Pne Shift 



Eleven Hanks* 



ADDITIONAL. 

One Cap 

A fluff Petticoat with 
the Gown 



G3 



Twelve Hanks, 



ADDITIONAL. 

One checked Apron 
A black bonnet 
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Stays arc allowed to thofe who have regu- 
larly fpun feven hanks per day, for one year. 

Cloaks are lent, and when the Girls go to 
fervice, are given to them, if they have behaved 
well in the School, and leave it with the appro- 
bation of the Ladies who fuperintend it. 

The Knitters are alfo fupplied with each a 
Gown, a Hat, a Handkerchief, and Cloak, for 
their' Sunday drefs. Thefe are kept at the 
School, and put on there every Sunday morning, 
jind taken off again at night* 
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PAPERS RESPECTING* THE GREY COAT SCHOOL. 

EXTRACTS FROM A PAPER 

Sent to the GentkmerCs Committee, January 1786, 

Previously to the forming of a plan 

for properly conducing $ Female Charity 
School, it might feem expedient to afcertain 
with forae precifion what the ends are that it 
would be defirable to attain, and next, to 
confider what plan, if rightly purfued, would 
be the moil likely to attain thefe ends, 

In the firft place, it fhould be confidered, 
that as there are not any little trades which the 
lower claffes of women can be taught, the beft 
thing that can be done for girls in that rank of 
life, is to make them fit for fervants ; But as it 
piay happen without any fault of theirs, that 
they may not always be able to find places, they 
fhould likewife be taught fame probable means 
pf gaining a livelyhood in fuch an emergency ; 
alfo they fhould be inftru&ed in fuch employ- 
ments as will be moil ufeful to them if they 
marry and have families qf their own. 

In order to be fitted fqr fervants, they fliould 
be taught to few, knit, and fpin line, to walh, 
to milk, to clean a houfe, and fhould have fuch 
Other general inftru&ions in houfwifery as 
their fituation can admit of; and in order 
to enable them to maintain themfelves if they 
fhould be out of place, and alfq to enable thenj 
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in after life to affift in bringing up a family : 
They fliould / * this Country be well inftru&ed in 
fpinning worfted. ....'* 
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No. 7. 

February zd, 1786. 

j 

r 

The Ladies have vifited the Grey 

Coat School this morning, have had fome cori- 
verfation with the Mailer and Miftrefs, and have 
feen the children. They have alfo taken down 
their refpe&ive names, ages, years of admiffion; 
and likewife fome account of their behaviour, 
fince' they were placed with their prefent 
xnafter and miftrefs. ' 

This was done for the purpofe of forming 
fome general idea of their moral habits, as well 
as of their outward appearance ; both being 
previoufly neceffary, before any opinion can be 
given fuited to their prefent ftate. The Ladies 
^re very forry to find in the firft place, that 
thefe poor children are extremely ignorant,* 
that the greater part of them make a practice 
bf taking every thing that falls in their way, 
fuch ks bread, foap, candles, &c. &c. of denying 
that they have donelt, fo that notwithstanding, 
{here are now two girls in the fchool aged 14J 
who have been in it feven years ; and twelve* 
from 14 to 1 6, who have been in it fix years, 

* It is a f<ift, that many of tliem could not count fo far as 
tycptjr. 



1 



( io5 ) 

yet there are not any who could at prefent be 
received into any decent family, thefe being 
faults, which more than any other, would to T 
tally exclude them 
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No. 8. 



March $d, 1786. 



. . . . . The Ladies hope it will not be pro- 
pofed that the girls (hall as heretofore be bound 
apprentices for their labor : The obedience paid 
by a young perfon in that fituation, is little bet- 
ter than the obedience of a flave, and whatever 
plea, in fome parifh inftances, may be drawn 
from neceffity, it is generally found to be a com- 
pact really hurtful to the difpofition of both par- 
ties, and terminates not unfrequently in the 
ruin of the child fo bound. If a Charity School 
merely keeps a girl a few years, and then places 
her out apprentice, it exaftly does what her 
parifh would have been obliged to do, and no 
good whatever refults to the child from the in- 
stitution. 

May the Ladies be allowed to fuggeft 
their ideas upon another fubjeft ? They are not 
altogether fatisfied with the prefent mode of 
requiting the Mafter and Miftrefs, whereby it is 
made their intereji to abridge the children of 
food and other neceffaries ; whereas, if poffible 
no fuch temptation fhould be laid in the way 
even of the moft upright perfon- Would it not 
be pra&icable for the Gentlemen to contract 
with a butcher, on whom they could depend, 
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to furnifh a proper quantity of meat every week ; 
j>nd in like manner to agree for flour, milk, and 
potatoes ? by this means the emolument of the 
M after and Miftrefs would arife, from theirr 
having houfe room, the run of the houfe for 
themfelves and their family, and a certain fa- 
lary. At firft this would be attended with fomc 
additional trouble, but afterwards the average 
would be eafily ascertained. . . . • 
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The Gentlemen with the utmoft deference 
recommend to the Ladies the reconfideratiox* 
of tl^at part of their report which regards the 
Apprenticing of the Girls, as they apprehend that 
a young woman of fixteen years of age ought 
not to be her own miftrefs after one year's |er T 
vitude. They rather apprehend that the Mattes 
or Miftrefs who takes one of the Girls into theiu 
Service, fhould be confidered as the Guardian 
of the young woman, till ffye becomes of a pro- 
per age for the regulation of her own conduct. 
And the Gentlemen are the more earneft ip this 
idea, as it is a rule with them never to appren- 
tice any of the Girls to places in which they 
are not likely to be properly and tenderly taken 
care of. And in this diftribution they will al : 
ways be happy to confult the Ladies who have 
already taken fomuchpainsin the bufinefs. With 
regard to finding the provifions of the Houle 
by contract, it appears to the Gentlemen that 
•it would increafe the expences of the family, 
and take off the fpirit of economy j which 



( io 7 ) 

Should ever be an obje& in the eyes of the Girls.* 
— They therefore apprehend that a reafonable 
board fhould be- given to the Mailer and 
MiQrefs, under the careful infpe&ion of Vifitors, 
whofe report will be minutely attended to by 
the Gentlemen. The Gentlemen beg leave to 
return their warmeft acknowledgements to the 
Ladies, for their kind and humane attention to 
the Charity ; and requeft the continuance of 
their affiftance and advice. 



} 
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April 6, 1786. 

.... As the Gentlemen objefted to the 
bints thrown out by the Ladies in their paper 
of laft month, An regard to the beft mode of 
maintaining the children ; they will not now 
enforce any of the confiderations on which thefe 
fuggeftions were founded, although they muft 
confefs that they have not yet feen caufe to 
change their opinion. 

On the general queftion relating to the beft 
piode of difpofing of the Girls when they 
leave the School, they concur with the Gentle- 
men in their firft pofition, " that a young wo- 
pun of 16, is not very fit to be her own 
.Miftrefs," but they do not therefore conclude, 
that flie ought to be bound apprentice ; and 
they think that their objections are founde4 

* See an accurate ftatement of the difference of expence from 
actual experience, page 55. 
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not only upon general principles, but that thejr 
are alfo confirmed by experience. As however 
it may happen that what is moft defirable, may 
pot be practicable, the Ladies will at this time 
merely requeft that the Committee will fufpend 
forming any decifive refolution on the fubject : 
And thtf principally, becaufe they iatter them- 
felves, if they fhould be able to form a plan, by 
which the children would be kept in fight be- 
yond the period of their leaving the School ; 
and if it fhould appear probable, that the re- 
ftraint upon their conduit by the operation of 
this plan, although different, {hould in the end 
be more effectual, that the Gentlemen woulif 
be willing to make trial of it. 
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May $th, 178^. 

Since the Meeting, qf the Committee 

at the beginning of laft month, the Ladies have 
been endeavouring to proceed in the execution of 
the plan previoufly fketched out and approved 
of by the Governor^, for the better regulation 
of the Grey Coat Girls, but they need not irk? 
form the 'Committee hpw it has happened, that 
they have not been able till this week to proceed 
with any regularity. Mrs. Lazenby's unhappy 
malady will amply fupply the reafon. 

The Ladies have arranged the girls in the 
beft manner they are able, having fixed their 
refpe&ive employments in rotation for the next 
nine months. 
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They will make no reply to a report! 
which has been circulated, that the regula- 
tions propofed by them have been hurtnil to 
Mrs. Lafcenby, becaufe the fa&s will fpeak for 
themfelves : Neither are they much chagrined 
at what has been faid, as they laid their account 
when they engaged in their undertaking, not 
only in having a great deal of trouble, but like* 
wife being mifunderftood and mifreprefented. 
So long, however, as the Governors of the Cha- 
rity will accept their fervices, they mean toper- 
fevere in exerting their beft endeavours for the 
good of the inftitution, notwithftanding what 
ignorance, prejudice, or the narrow views 
of thofe whofe intereft it may be to oppofe any 
new regulations, may infinuate to their difad- 
vantage, either individually or colle&ively. . . • 
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June 3</, 1786, 



* . * . . It has been argued in defence of 
apprenticeihips, that a young girl is by this 
means placed under the guardianftrip and pro- 
tection of thofe, who have pledged themfelves 
to take care of her until fhe fhall have gained 
fufficient experience to conduct herfelf. 

But in order to judge of the force of this 
argument, let it be inquired who thefe 
perfons are that are fo ready thus to pledge 
themfelves ; and whether the motives by 
which they are influenced, are fuch as would 
be likely to lead to a more faithful difcharge of 
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this truft, than might Otherwife be expected 
from them. 

With regard to the firft, they have generally 
been the very loweft tradefpeople, alehoufe- 
keepers, or very little farmers ; and are 
perfons, thus fituated, uftf ally very fit to have 
the abfolute command over a young girl for 
a term of four years, and that at a period of her 
life, more important perhaps than any other, to 
the whole of her well-being ? Do they in gene- 
ral fo conduct themfelves and their families, 
that a wife and difcreet parent would venture 
to entruft them with this power ? 

If this fhould not bt affirmed, our next in- 
quiry wilt refpeci the motives by which thefe 
perfons are influenced ; and it will probably be 
found, either that the defire of gain, of of ex- 
ercifing a pdwer, which cannot be obtained over 
a fervant engaged oti more equal terms, has 
fupplied the temptation : If the firft, let it be 
remembered, that the Mafter is to provide for 
the Apprentice in ficknefs, as well as in health ? 
and it will be feen on a fair calculation of the 
hazard incurred, that if the defire of gain were 
the incitement, he will frequently be difappoint- 
ed : and whenever this happens, what fort of 
treatment is an unprotected young Girl in fuch 
circumftances likely to meet with ? 

Is it a defire of undue authority ? That this 
is frequently the cafe, is the general opinion 
of fuch perfons of their own rank, as are moft 
Competent to judge on the ftibjeft ; and is in- 
crease of power likely to meliorate a character 
previoufly, and in other refpecb defective and 
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$fertrerted ? Will not the concioufntife of this 
privilege, be attended by a fccrct jealoufy and 
feeling of refentment on the one part ; and wiH 
it not iupply a flrbng temptation to tranfgreft 
the boundaries of equity and juftice on the 
other ? But oh this fubje& it is not needful to 
fpeculate. Facts will fpeak for themfelves : it is 
well known that an Apprentice for labor, of 
either fcx, feldom turns out well, whether 
bound by the parifh, or by a charity fchool, &c. 

But in refpeft of young women in particular, 
how do obje&ions multiply ? What opportuni- 
ties for fedueUon, and for fomething more 
atrocious than feduclion, does not fuch a fitua- 
tion fupply to a depraved unprincipled Mafter ? 
Will it be faid, that on complaint being made 
to a Magiftrate, redrefs may be obtained for 
this as for any other offence ? Let it be remem- 
bered, that independently of the general difad- 
vantages under which oppreffioh muft always 
labor when oppofed to power ; that thefe arc 
cafes of fuch delicacy, that the very appeal to % 
Court of Judicature, would be ruinous to the 
chara&er and future profpecis of the unfortunate 
Girl, who ihould be driven to make it; for, 
admitting the guilt of the Mafter, and the in- 
nocence of the Girl to be fully proved, (a thing 
in itfelf almoft impofllble) yet would not fome- 
thing of difgrace Hill attach to her ? What de- 
cent family would hazard the taking as a fer- 
vant, one who had been thus circumftanced ? 

If the above reafoning be admitted, then it 
will follow, that the prefent mode of appren- 
ticing the Girls on their leaving the School, 
ought to be difcontinued, as being likely in 
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theory, and as having been found in fa&, to 
produce effefts very contrary to what were at 
firft, and have all along been the intentions and 
wifhes of the Patrons of this Charity. .... 

Signed by 

Mrs. Salmond, Mrs. Bedingfield, 

Mrs. Swainton, Mrs. R. Croft, 

Mrs. Withers, Mrs. Ellis, 

Mrs. Dr. Withers, Mrs. Cappe. 
Mrs. Sawyer, 
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June 10, 1766*. 

The Grey Coat School is now put 

upon fuch a footing, that it is hoped, the Girls 
hereafter educated fn it, will not only be 
made fit for fervants, but will acquire fuch 
habits of decency, order, felf-governmerif, and 
induftfy, as will be fome prefervative to therti 
when they go but into the world, -againft the 
contrary vices, to which the lower claffes 
are moft prone ; and if they cart alfo be ira- 
preffed with fome idea of chriftiati duty, can be 
made to fee that their Own moft important 
interefts are connefted with it ; and, more- 
over, if the fenfe of former benefits, fliould 
excite in them the wifli of continuing under 
the prote&ion, and of deferving the approba- 
tion, after they have left the School, of thofe 
who have patronized them whilft they con- 
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tinued in it~*thefe fentiments would be a ftill 
further prefervative to them. 

Impreft with this idea, they wi£h that an 
inftitution fo ufeful might attain all the ends for 
which it was eftablifhed, the Ladies, therefore, 
who have undertaken the fuperintendance of 
the School, have been induced to hope that fome 
plan might be formed, which by its influence, 
fhould operate for their good upon the minds of 
the children, as well as be the means of afford- 
ing them relief in an hour of ficknefs or diftrefs* 
when they (hall no longer be under their im- 
mediate eye ; fomething of this kind being 
more efpecially wanted, as many of the Chil- 
dren are Orphans, and entirely deftitute of 
protection or friends. — The outline of the pro- 
jected plan is as follows : 

To hold out fome little reward, or to promife 
fome little privilege as the requital of good 
behaviour ; and likewife to afford them relief 
in time of ficknefs or unavoidable diftrefs, and 
thereby, at the fame time to prevent their be- 
coming a burden to their refpe&ive Pariihes. 
It is meant, however, that when in health, 
they fhould contribute towards this part of the 
plan themfelves. 

Something of this kind would be defirable, 
both as it might influence the Girls, and 
operate as a reftraint Upon the Mailer and Mif- 
trefs, even if the prefent mode of difpofing of 
the Girls were continued. 



H 
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It has been defired by the Ladies Committee, 
that fome ideas might be arranged in writing 
upon this fubjeft for their immediate confidera- 
tion, in order that fuch of them as have not 
already fubfcribed to the Girls School, but who 
intend to fubfcribe to it in fome way or other, ' 
might be better enabled to decide upon the 
mode in which they will apply their fubfcription ; 
but it is found impoflible at prefent to do more 
than merely fuggeft the general outline of a 
plan, which fhall have the future patronage of 
the Girls for its objeft, as the filling of it up 
muft neceffarily vary accordingly as it fcall 
hereafter be determined by the Governors of 
the Inftitution to continue the prefent mode of 
apprenticing the Girls, or not. 

It may, however, be fufficient at this time, Jf 
fuch Ladies as may chufe to put their Annual 
Subfcriptions into this channel, would pay them 
into the hands of Mr. Mortimer, the Treafurer, 
(if he will accept the truft) under this general 
reftri&ion •, that if the pkn when agreed upon 
and after the experiment has been made, fhould 
pot be found to anfwer, that he will then pay • 
the fum remaining in his hands into the 
General Fund of the Charity 

SUBSCRIBERS OF I OS. 6d. EACH I 



Mrs. Salmond, 
Mrs. Swainfton, 



Mrs, R. Croft, 
Mrs. Cheap, 



Mrs. Withers, Mrs. Bedingfield, 



Mrs. Ellis, 



Mrs. Sawyer, I Mrs. Cappe. 



Mrs. Eyre, 
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No. i4, 

SCALE OF REWARDS, 



PUT INTO 7HS REWARD BOX, 





WOOL SPINNERS. 




Per Week. 




d. 




Five hanks per day . . of 




Six hanks . . . . o-f- 




Eight hanks . • • • o| 




Ten hanks . . . . I 


1 

{ 


Twelve hanks . . . % 

KNI 



LINE SPINNERS*. 

Per Week* 

d. 

Five lea per day 
Six lea • • 
Eight lea . ♦ 
Ten lea . • 
Twelve lea • 



Three Stockings per Week 
jfour Mittens . • 






• o 



d. 
if 



X 

4 



o* 

of 
I 



Every Girl ifrho has fpun twelve hanks of 
Wool per day, for fix months, has a white 
Apron given her# 

REWARDS GIVEN BY THE LADIES ANNUALLY, 

ON MAY DAT. 

Bejt Wafher and Ironer of the Tirft. Clafs—A 
tnuflin Handkerchief, value three {hillings. 

Second CIa/i 9 bejl Line Spinners* — A muflln 
Handkerchief, value two (hillings. 



Third Oafs, be/i Worker.— A filver Thimble, 

H % 



( "6 ) 

Fourth Cla/iy beft and qwckeji Knitter*— A pair 
of cotton Mittens. 

Fifth Clafs, be/i Marker of tbt Third Clafi—K. 
cotton Work-Bag and Hufwife. 

Sixth Clafs, heji Reader of the Ftrji Clafs.—A 
Book. 



No. 15. 

February fjyq* 

...... Ordered, That the Girls in the 

Charity School without Monk-Bar, fhall in 
future have butchers-meat, for their dinners 
three days in every week— to be fixed by the 
Ladies, and the additional expence to be paid 
out of the Charity's Fund 

Ordered, That Mr. Harper's Annual Salary 
fhall be increafed from fifteen guineas to 20I.— 
To commence from Old Lady-Day next, on 
the recommendation of the Committee erf La- 
dies, and as a compensation for his conftant at- 
tention to the charity. 

Ordered, That the unanimous thanks of this 
Meeting be given to the Ladies for their un- 
weared and ufeful exertions in promoting the 
beneficial objects of tliis Charity 
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PRESENT. 



Rt. Hon. the Ld.- Mayor, 
The Dean, 
The Recorder, 
The Rev. Mr. Croft, 
The Rev. Foreft, 
Mr. Alderman Bluitt, 
Mr. Alderman Metcalfe, 
Mr. Wottey, 
Mr. Clark, 






Mr. M. Croft, 
Mr. Sheriff Fowler, 
Mr. Tireman> 
Mr. Harrifon, 
Mr. Sanderfon, 
Mr. Stabler, 
Mr. Baker, 
Mr. Bell, 
Mr. Erfkine 



«••»••«»«•• ..*« 



No, 16. 

• , . At a Monthly Meeting of the Gentlemen's 
Committee on Friday the 4th day of February, 
1799, Ordered, that the Rev. Mr. Forreft, tlje 
Rev. Mr. Graham, Mu. Hepworth, and Mr. 
Healey be appointed a Committee to confer with 
the Ladies who fuperintend the Grey Coat 
School on the propriety of reftraining the num- 
ber of Girls annually placed out to fervitude 
by them, and that they report the refult of their 
conference at the next Monthly Meeting. . . , * 



H 
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No. 17. 



The Gentlemen^ eft/mate of 
the expence of the Grey Coat 
Girls School, under the 
Ladies management* 

Girls admitted during 
the laft three years . 12 



Average of three years 4 

Total change of 
' Girls in • . iof years 



£. s. J. 



Total expence of 
each Girl per 
head per ann. 



11 4 r 



Each Girl coils 
theCharity du- 
ring the whole 
bf her refidence 115 1 uf 



Feb, 1799. 
The Ladies ftatement as ap- 
pears from the Admiffton 
Boof. 



Girls admitted daring 
the laft three years ao 

Of the laft three years, 
with the deduction of 
one • • . • 7 

Total change in 

about . . . 6 i year? 

Total expence of each Girl 

per head, per annnm. 
For Maintenance £.s.d, £*s.d % 

and Cloathing 10 o o 
Taxes (c repairs 
'of School . 147 

; — "47 

t % 

1 Each Girl cofts the* £. s. d. 
I charity during the 

whole of her reft-, 

dence • . . 72 19 9^ 

N. B. Excluiive of 
tatfes and repairs, 
about £.6$ each. 



No. 18. 

The Ladies, who attend the Grey Co&t 
School, having been particularly fortunate for 
the laft twelve years in a humane, careful, 
cleanly honeft matron, who treats all the chil- 
dren under her care with as much tendernefs as 
if they were her own, are through her means 
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enabled to publifh the receipt of fuch wholefom 
and cheap food, as they have found to anfwer 
beft for the ufe of the fchool ; and which 
might perhaps be adopted with advantage in 
.other fimilar inftitutions. 

They perfe&ly agree with Count Rumford, 
in the fuperior nutritive quality of barley, above 
every other grain for thickening foups ; and 
they found that Scotch barley, which is differ- 
ently prepared from what is commonly called 
pearl barley, and may be generally bought in 
the Northerq Counties of England for three 
halfpence, or two pence per pound, Will thicken 
.milk in the proportion of five pound of bar- 
ley to feven pound of rice, and it is equally goocj 
either in foup or broth. The new Iron Pans, 
called Digefters, recommended by that great 
benefactor of the poor, already mentioned, 
Count Rumford, would enable them to make 
foups excellent, with a much fmaller quantity 
of meat, and therefore at much lefs expence as 
as well aj$ with much lefs trouble, than any other 
kind of food. 

N. B. The following receipts contain each a 
fufficient quantity of food to dine 44 people. 

BAKED PUDDINGS. 

Eighteen pound and half of fine wheat flour, 
well mixed, with 13 quarts of milk. The 
baking diflies (/our in number)- to be warmed 
and well rubbed with fuet. Three hours will 
bake them. The fauce, called Torkfhire dip, is 
made with vinegar one gill — water a quart- 
three fpoonfuls of flour — 'half a pound of treacle, 
foiled together a few minutes. 
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MUTTON PIES, 

Fat mutton nine pounds—potatoes a peck and 
half— pepper and fait. For the cruft, fine flour 
Dine pound, bread flour five pound, three pound 
of fuet flired fine, and boiled in as much milk 
or water, as is fufficient to make the flour into 
pafte. Milk makes the pafte lighter. Cover 
the bottom and fides of the diflies, (four in 
number) and add, a lid of the fame ; bake the 
pies three hours and they will turn out. The 
diflies muft be well rubbed with fuit, in like 
manner as the pudding diflies. 

Quantity of Potatoes , and manner of Cooking them. 

Three pecks fcraped and waflied very clean ; 
when boiled, mafli them with three quarts of 
jnilk, and a little fait. 

BARLEY MILK. 

Five pound of barley boiled in foft water 
three hours, then add thirteen quarts of milk, 
find a pound of fine flour ; when taken off the 
fire ftir in a pound and half of treacle. 

PEASE PORRIDGE. 

A peck of grey or white peafe, boiled five 
Jiours in 25 quarts of water, to which add one 
pound of fuet, pepper, fait, flour, and a little 
onion. Grey peafe are better, and generally 
one-third cheaper, than white. In the School, 
the broth of the day before is ufed inftead of 
fuet. Brown bread is always allowed at dinner 
except on the pudding and pye days, and the 
average quantity confumed by every individual 
is about half a pound. 

OX HEAD STEW, 

Half a large head, waflied very clean. Put 
tp it fix gallons of water, let it ftew from an 



early hour in the afternoon, over a gentle fire, 
till bed: time, clofe covered up, fo that as little 
evaporation as poffible may efcape, without 
Ikimming off the fat. At night let the fire be 
renewed and made up, fo that the head may 
continue to ftew, and about feven in the. morn- 
ing add three quarters of a peck of potatoes 
.well fcraped and waftied, a bunch of carrots cut 
in pieces, fix leeks and a handfull of pot herbs. 
Thicken it with two quarts of oatmeal, or bar- 
ley meal ; add fome pepper and fait, and add 
from time to time as much hot water as will 
make up the wafte, and ftew it gently till noon, 
when it will be ready to ferve for dinner. The ' 
whole, twenty-fix quarts of f^voury foup. 

By diminifliing the quantity of water and 
potatoes this foup may t>e qiade fufficiently 
itrong to fuit any palate. 



No, 19, 

PAPERS RELATING TO THE FRIENDLY SOCIETY. 

The great utility of thofe Societies among 
the Men, the objeft of which is to contribute ia 
health towards the fupport of the Members in 
ficknefs, being generally admitted ; and it 
having been found moreover to be perfe&ly 
pra&icable to adopt a fimilkr plan for the benefit 
of poor Women, an earneft wifh has been exci- 
ted in the Ladies who have patronized the 
Spinning-School and Grey Coat Schools, that 
Ibme plap of the like kind might be adopted 
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for the benefit of the Girls who have been 
educated there; And, among many other 
confiderations which have given rife to this wifh, 
are the following :— 



i ft, That, hereby, a more permanent connexion might be for- 
med between the Girls and their Patroneffes, it being a part 
pf the plan, that as many as can do it Oiould. at lead once a 
f year, meef fuch Ladies as patronize the inftirutioo ; by which 
means, their refpective circumftances would be inquired into and 
known ; much diitrefs might be prevented or relieved ; and 
thus, while confidence in their benefactors, and gratitude towards 
them, were on their part excited, the Ladies would have tht 
pleafore of cultivating and improving their own fy mpathetic, 
kia4, and benevolent affections. 

2dly, The Girfs being by this means dill kept in fight by 
thofe perfons, to whom they have been accuftomed to look up 
with refpect and affeftion, wpuld fyave a new fet of motives to 
incite them to right conduct : and many of them being orphans ; 
or having parents, whofe examples it would be ruinous to imi- 
tate, Hand in very great need of fuch patronage and protection. 

, An outline of the plan, is as follows : 

That every girl who is defirousof becoming a member of the 
feciety, (hall contribute is, 6d. towards the fund every quarter 
of a year, out of her wages, and after having paid regularly for 
one whole year, (hall be entitled to the following privileges, viz : 

In the firft place, To receive from the fund, during any in* 
difpofition that mail oblige her to leave her place, (provided 
fuch indifpofition has not been occafioned by wrong qr 
immoral conduct,) the weejdy fum of 4s that is to fay, whilft, 
fhe continues fo ill as to be unable to earn any thing towards 
her own fupport : only with this provifo, that in any cafe in 
which (he would be intitled to the benefit of becoming an hofpial 
patient, after her actual ad million (he (hall receive no more tham 
is. per week, during her (lay in the hofpital. 

2dly, That after (he is fo far recovered as to be able to fpin, 
or to follow any other occupation which may contribute towards 
her maintenance, (he (hall then be entitled to 2s. per week, til 
fuch time as her recovery is perfected. 
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$dly, As an encouragement to fteadinefs of behaviour* every 
girl who has continued in the fame place three years, who has 
behaved well, and is not in debt, fhall at the expiration thereof, 
upon producing a teftimonial of her good conduct from her 
matter or miftrefs, receive a fmall prefent of wearing apparel, 
to the amount of 5s. to be paid for out of the fund, and to be 
worn by her as a mark of honour. 

4thly, Every member who fhall have been fuch for feven 
years, and has behaved well in fervice, fhall receive a prefent 
of houfehold furniture to the amount of 20s. to be paid for out of 
fund, and to be confide red as a mark of honourable diftindion, 
which (hall be preferved in a place appointed for the purpofe, 
with her name affixed to it, till her marriage, or till by fome 
other means (he has a room of her own to put it in. 

£thly, Every member who, after her marrage, chufes to 
continue fuch, fhall be entitled to the fame privileges of weekly 
affiftance in time of ficknefs ; only with this reftri&ion, that fhe 
cannot be entitled to any benefit from the fund during the time 
of her lying-in, or during the continuance of any iUneft 
occaiioned thereby. 

6thly, That two ladies fhall be appointed ftewardefles, who 
(hall engage to attend, in perfon, four times a year (or to find 
a deputy) to receive the contributions of the members ; and, 
moreover, who fhall engage to viiit fuch fick members as may 
be refident in the City of York, in order to afcertain the reality 
of their ficknefs. Members, not refident in York, muft afcertain 
the reality of their indifpofition by written notice given to one of 
the Stewardess, figned by the Minifter and Churchwardens of 
their refpedtive parifhes ; or by the teftimony of an Apothecary, 
who fhall attend for that purpofe. 

Further, In order that thefe Inftiturions may produce the 
fall effec}, it is very defirable, in the firft place, that the fund 
fhould be regulated by thofe members who take nothing out of 
it, and who may therefore be ftiled Honorary Members ; and, 
£n the fecond, that thefe Honorary Members fhould alfo have a 
particular fund of their own, entirely at their own difpofal* By 
the firfl regulation every kind of fraud, and the operation of all 
interefled views are prevented ; and, by the fecond, the Honor- 
ary Members will obtain a degree of influence which is of great 
importance to the prefervation of order and decorum; and 
Xvill acquire the power oi giving affiitance in many particular 
exigences, to which the general fund cannot extend. The fum 
of 12s, annually, that is to fay, of 6s. to the general, and 6s. 
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to the particular find, would probably be adequate to the ends 
proposed by the fubfcriptions of the Honorary Members ; and 
any Lady who wifhed further to promote the Inilitution,. would 
probably do it with the beft effeft, in the way of donation. 

It is ufual, in fimilar inftitutions, to begin with a given 
number, and to fix a limit, beyond which the number of Mem- 
bers fhall not increafe ; but in this particular inftance, that 
method cannot be adopted, for the very defign fnppofes the 
admiffion of perhaps 3 or 10 new Members every year : It ha* 
been found, however, that a proportion of about ao Members who 
take nothing from the fund, to 60 who are to be relieved by it, will 
be required to enable the fund to anfwer all the demands upon i$. 

A fet of articles will be prepared as (bon as ppffible, contain* 
leg fuch particulars as could not be enumerated in the above 
(ketch, which' is merely an outline. Thefe articles will be 
binding upon the Members, and will relate only to the general 
fund ; in refpeel of which, every poor Member, as (he con- 
. ibutes towards it, muft have a vote equally with the Honorary 
Members, 

If it fhall be found that, in the above ftatement, the monies 
to be paid, and the benefits to be received do not duly corre- 
fpond, then the feveral fpecific fums mentioned in this paper 
muft be altered in the articles. 

The following Ladies do already fubferibe towards this plan, viz , 



£ady Anderfon 
Mrs. Salmond 
Mrs. Swainfton 
Mrs. Withers 
Mrs. fiedingneld 



• [ Mrs, Eyre 
Mifs Hafel 
Mrs. Ellis 
Mrs. Sawyer 
Mrs. R. Croft 

DONATIONS. 

Mrs. Freeman, Fa-why Court 
Mrs. Sandercoclc 



Lady Franfcland 
Mrs. Richmond 
Mrs. Gray 
Mrs* Cappe 



O ID 



O 



No. 20. 



INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRST SET OF RULES, 

The Ladies who have promoted this Affoci- 
ation being particularly interefted about the 
welfare of the poor Girls who are the objedts of 
it j and, moreover, taking into confideration the 
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very forlorn ftate of yougg females that are pa- 
rentlefs and friendlefs, have determined to make 
them the offer of being formed into a Society* 
of which, for its further fupport and encourage- 
ment, they will themfelves become Members. 
The Objefls of this Affectation are, 

In the firft place. By the contritoations of the 
Members, during health, to form a Fund to- 
wards their fupport in ficknefs ;— and, in the 
fecond place, after the term of their education? 
is elapfed, to retain ftill within the fphere of ufe- 
ful influence fuch young perfons as having been 
brought up in the Grey-Coat, or Spinning- 
Schools, (hall chufe to avail themfelves of the 
propofed Inftitution, for the fake of preferving 11 
and improving the good principles and habits 
which, it is hoped, they may have gained there j 
as well as for their relief in time of ficknefs.-— 
It is the purpofe of the Ladies to fubfcrib? alfo 
towards a fecond fund, which fhall likewife 
operate for the benefit of the poorer Members, 
in exigencies towards which the jirfl fund, 
principally formed of their own fubfcriptions, 
cannot extend. The diftributions from this 
fecond fund, they will referve entirely to their 
own dire&ion and in their own power : The 
following Rules and Articles therefore relate to 
the firft fund only ; in rdpedt to which all the 
poorer Members will have votes, equally with 
the Ladies, their Patroneffes. 



No. 21. 

REWARDS FOR GOOD CONDUCT. 

Every Member who has continued fiich for 
three years* and fyas behaved well during that 
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time, fhill be rewarded with the fum of 5s. to 
be laid out in fome article of wearing apparel, 
to be worn by her on the future days of meet 
ing; and every Member who has continued 
fuch for feven years, and behaved well, fhall be 
intitled to the fum of 20s. to be applied to the 
fame purpofe, and worn as a mark of honor. 
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PRIVILEGE OF T*?E HONORARY MEMBERS. 

That every honorary Mertiber (hall have the 
privilege of introducing one other Member, 
although (he may not have been educated ih 
either of the Schools as before fpecified; pro- 
vided fhe be a young womaft of healthy confti- 
tution, and of good charafter, and (be, upon 
paying her contribution* and conforming to 
the rules in like manner afs the others, fhall be 
entitled to all the privileges arifing from the 
Inftitution. 



No. 23. 

CONTAINING THOSE RULES OF THS 

FRIENDLY SOCIETY 

Adverted to in theft Papers, in which alterations 'there pfopofed* 

Rule XI. The allowance to fick and indif- 
pofed Members of this Society, during their ill— 
nefs, fhall be as follows, viz. In cafe the illnefs 
fhall be fuch as wholly to difable the party from 
working, or (if in fervice) from difcharging the 
duty of her place, 4s. a-week, for the term of fix 

• To have printed all the Rules, would have very much in- 
creafed the dze of this publication, and it was thought un- 
neceflary, as the outline of the Society has already been given. 
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months, from the time of her firft application 
for relief, and 2s per week, for the further term 
of fix months. And in cafe of blindnefs, lame- 
nefs, or bodily indifpofition, not wholly difa- 
bling the party from contributing towards her 
own maintenance, but obliging her (if a fervant) 
to quit her fervice, 2S. a-week for the term of 
twelve months, from the time of her firft appli- 
cation ;— and if the cafe is fuch that the party 
can be admitted a patient of any Hofpital, her 
allowance fliall be only is. 6d. per week, while 
an in-patient — and as per week, while an out- 
patient thereof. Provided always, That no 
Member after having been relieved as above for 
the fpace of twelve months, fhall be entitled to 
any further afliftance from the Funds of this fo- 
ciety, till the end of other twelve months, un- 
lefs the Committee at a Quarterly Meeting fhall- 
on the fpecial circumftances of the cafe direft to 
the contrary. Nor fhall any Member be intitled 
to any allowance, in cafe of ficknefs or indifpo- 
fition, unlefs fhe fhall have been admitted and 
paid her contribution money for fix months, 
previous to application for relief. 

Rule XVIII Any Member choofing to 
continue fuch after her marriage, fhall upon 
paying her contribution money as before-men- 
tioned, be intitled to receive, if required, the 
fum of i os. on the birth of each child, over and 
above all the other benefits arifing from this 
lnftitution. 

Rule XIX. If any General Member fhall 

continue fuch for forty years, her contribution 

fball be reduced to 4s. a-year, if the Fund of 

the Society fhall then amount to 150I. or 
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Upwards ; and whenever the Fund {hall amount 
to 250I. or upwards, every Member having 
continued fuch for the above term, {hall be 
exempt from all further contributions, and {hall 
neverthelcfs be intitled to all the advantages 
arifing therefrom* 

Lift of the pre/ent Honorary Members of the Society* 

Mifs Clough Mrs. Walker 

Mifs J. Fountayne Mrs. Stabler 
Mrs. Lecdes Mifs Salmond 



Lady Frankland 
Lady Anderfon 
Mrs. Cheap 
Mrs. R. Croft 
Mrs. Eyre 
Mrs Gray 
Mrs. Salmond 
Mrs, Withers 
Mrs. Dr. Withers 
Mrs. Cappe 
Mifs HafTell 
Mifs Fountayne 
Mifs Ramfden 
Mrs. Stillingfleet 
Mrs. Cayley, 7 
Nrwbsld 3 
Mrs, Dring 
Mrs. Livefey 
Mifs Mortimer 
Mrs. Royds 
Mrs. Boulby, 
Mrs. Burgh 



Mrs. Daw ion 
Mrs. I*: rtJey 
Mrs. J. Eyre 
Mrs.Wentworth 

Hick let on. 
The Dowager 

Lady Wilmot 
Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Wellbeloved 
Mifs Cappe 
Mifs Barton 
Mrs. Johnfon 
Mrs. G. Crompton 
Mrs. Pennington 
Mif>M. Pennington 
Mifs Goodricke 
Mrs. Clough, 1 
, Bramham J 
Mrs. Lofthoufe 



} 



} 



Mrs. Ewbank 

Lontifiro* 
Mrs. Marwood 
Mrs. G. Markharn 
Mrs. A. Thompfoa 
Mifs Marfh 
Mrs. Norcliff 

Dalton 
Mrs. Knight 
Mrs. Perrot r 
Mift Royds 
Mrs. Wm. Wilfon 
Mrs. Robin fon 
Mrs. Tweedy 
Lady Crauford 
Lady Lawley 
Hon.Mrs.Wil-) 
loughby J 



Ladies tchofuperintcnd the Grey Coat School. 



Lady Anderfon 
Lady Frankland 
Mrs. Salmond 
Mrs. Withers 
Mrs. Dr. Withers 
Mrs. Gray 
Mrs. R. Croft 



Mrs. Cheap 
Mrs. A. Eyre 
Mrs. Prcfton 
Mrs. Strickland 
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Should the Sale of this Publication do 
more than indemnity tkc Wriccr for the 
exponce incurred, it is her intention to 
give the remainder towards a Fund, to 
accumulate for Annuities in Old Age, for 
the benefit of the MEMBERS of the 
FEMALE FRIENDLY SOCIETY, herein 
defcribed. 
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